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The Book of

Micah

Introduction

It is important to know something about the man Micah as well as his message. His name means “who is like Jehovah?” The word has the same derivation as Michael (the name of the archangel) which means “who is like God?” There are many Micahs mentioned in the Scriptures, but this man is identified as a Morasthite (Mic. 1:1), since he was an inhabitant of Moresheth-gath (Mic. 1:14), a place about twenty miles southwest of Jerusalem, near Lachish. He is not to be confused with any other Micah of Scripture.
Micah prophesied during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (see Mic. 1:1), who were kings of Judah. However, his prophecy concerns Samaria and Jerusalem. Samaria was the capital of the northern kingdom of Israel, while Jerusalem was the capital of the southern kingdom of Judah. Although he was a man from the southern kingdom, a great deal of his prophecy had to do with the northern kingdom. He spoke to the nation during the time that the northern kingdom was being attacked by Assyria. Although the southern kingdom was attacked also, it was the northern kingdom that actually was carried away into Assyrian captivity.

Micah was a contemporary of three other prophets: Isaiah, Hosea, and Amos. It is possible that he was a friend of Isaiah, and his prophecy has been called that of a miniature Book of Isaiah. There are many striking similarities between the two. For many people, Micah is the favorite of the minor prophets. It is one of the most remarkable books as to style. If you appreciate beautiful language, if you appreciate poetry, and if you appreciate literature, you will appreciate Micah. The writing is pungent and personal. Micah was trenchant, touching, and tender. He was realistic and reportorial—he would have made a good war correspondent. There is an exquisite beauty about this brochure which combines God’s infinite tenderness with His judgments. There are several famous passages which are familiar to the average Christian, although he may not recognize them as coming from Micah. Through the gloom of impending judgment, Micah saw clearly the coming glory of the redemption of Israel, which makes this a remarkable book.

Micah pronounced judgment on the cities of Israel and on Jerusalem in Judah. These centers influenced the people of the nation. These were the urban problems that sound very much like our present-day problems. Micah condemned violence, corruption, robbery, covetousness, gross materialism, spiritual bankruptcy, and illicit sex. He well could be labeled “the prophet of the city.”

The theme of Micah is very important to understand. Customarily, Micah is considered a prophet of judgment. That seems to be true since in the first three chapters there is a great emphasis on judgment. However, although the first three chapters are denunciatory, the last four chapters are consolatory. His great question is found in one of the loveliest passages of Scripture. “Who is like unto Thee?” that is, unto God. We find that Micah emphasizes that theme as he goes along. In the first three chapters: Who is like unto God in proclaiming—that is, in witnessing? In chapters 4 and 5: Who is like unto God in prophesying, in consoling? In chapter 6: Who is like unto God in pleading? Finally, in chapter 7: Who is like unto God in pardoning? This is what makes Micah a wonderful little book. The main theme of the book is God’s judgment and redemption—both are there. The key verse, to me, is Micah 7:18 which says, “Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy.”

God hates sin, but He loves the souls of sinners, and He wants to save them. Judgment is called God’s “strange work.” It is strange because He does not like to judge. But since He is a holy God and hates sin, He must deal with any rebellion. He couldn’t do otherwise. But He still loves the souls of sinners; He wants to save them, and He will save them if they come to Him in faith.

This little book can be divided in an interesting way. The more natural division of the prophecy is to note that Micah gave three messages, each beginning with the injunction, “Hear” (Mic. 1:2; 3:1; 6:1). The first message is addressed to “all people,” and the second message is addressed specifically to the leaders of Israel. The third message is a personal word of pleading to Israel to repent and return to God.

Now let me refer briefly to the attack upon the unity of this book by the German higher critics of many years ago. They made the same attack which they made upon the prophecy of Isaiah, which has been well answered by conservative scholarship. Therefore we will not waste time by delving into it. I find it interesting that Jeremiah quoted from Micah, which reveals the importance of Micah in his day. “Micah the Morasthite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spake to all the people of Judah, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Zion shall be plowed like a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of a forest” (Jer. 26:18). Of course, the people paid no more attention to Jeremiah than they had to Micah, and what Micah had prophesied did happen to Jerusalem exactly as he said it would.

Many folk, especially young preachers who want to give an exposition, have asked me how to begin. I would say, not only to young preachers but to everyone who wants to study the Bible, first of all, get a grasp of the message of an entire book. What is it all about? What is the author trying to say? What is the main message? To get this information you must outline the book. In Micah we find that the message is, “Who is like God in proclaiming, in prophesying, in pleading, and in pardoning?” That is how the Book of Micah is divided.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Outline

“Who is a God Like Unto Thee?”

I.
Proclaiming Future Judgment for Past Sins, Chapters 1–3
A.
Prophet’s First Message Directed Against Samaria, Reaches to Jerusalem, Chapter 1

B.
Prophet’s Second Message Describes Specific Sins, Chapter 2

C.
Prophet’s Third Message Denounces Leaders for Sins, Chapter 3

II.
Prophesying Future Glory Because of Past Promises, Chapters 4–5
A.
Prophecies of Last Days, Chapter 4

B.
Prophecy of First Coming of Christ Before Second Coming and Kingdom, Chapter 5

III.
Pleading Present Repentance Because of Past Redemption, Chapter 6

IV. Pardoning All Iniquity Because of Who God Is and What He Does, Chapter 7
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Micah 1

 1The word of the LORD that came to Micah the Morasthite in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. 

 2Hear, all ye people; hearken, O earth, and all that therein is: and let the Lord GOD be witness against you, the LORD from his holy temple. 

 3For, behold, the LORD cometh forth out of his place, and will come down, and tread upon the high places of the earth. 

 4And the mountains shall be molten under him, and the valleys shall be cleft, as wax before the fire, and as the waters that are poured down a steep place. 

 5For the transgression of Jacob is all this, and for the sins of the house of Israel. What is the transgression of Jacob? is it not Samaria? and what are the high places of Judah? are they not Jerusalem? 

 6Therefore I will make Samaria as an heap of the field, and as plantings of a vineyard: and I will pour down the stones thereof into the valley, and I will discover the foundations thereof. 

 7And all the graven images thereof shall be beaten to pieces, and all the hires thereof shall be burned with the fire, and all the idols thereof will I lay desolate: for she gathered it of the hire of an harlot, and they shall return to the hire of an harlot. 

 8Therefore I will wail and howl, I will go stripped and naked: I will make a wailing like the dragons, and mourning as the owls. 

 9For her wound is incurable; for it is come unto Judah; he is come unto the gate of my people, even to Jerusalem. 

 10Declare ye it not at Gath, weep ye not at all: in the house of Aphrah roll thyself in the dust. 

 11Pass ye away, thou inhabitant of Saphir, having thy shame naked: the inhabitant of Zaanan came not forth in the mourning of Bethezel; he shall receive of you his standing. 

 12For the inhabitant of Maroth waited carefully for good: but evil came down from the LORD unto the gate of Jerusalem. 

 13O thou inhabitant of Lachish, bind the chariot to the swift beast: she is the beginning of the sin to the daughter of Zion: for the transgressions of Israel were found in thee. 

 14Therefore shalt thou give presents to Moreshethgath: the houses of Achzib shall be a lie to the kings of Israel. 

 15Yet will I bring an heir unto thee, O inhabitant of Mareshah: he shall come unto Adullam the glory of Israel. 

 16Make thee bald, and poll thee for thy delicate children; enlarge thy baldness as the eagle; for they are gone into captivity from thee.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 1
Theme: The prophet’s first message; directed against Samaria, reaches to Jerusalem
The first three chapters, as I have indicated in the Introduction, are denunciatory.
In every chapter of this remarkable little book there will be a striking statement—sometimes in a single verse, sometimes in many verses as in this first chapter.

The word of the Lord that came to Micah the Morasthite in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem [Mic. 1:1].
Let me repeat, Samaria was the capital of the northern kingdom. The city was built originally by Omri, king of Israel, and was the seat of idolatry. It was made famous—or infamous—by Ahab and Jezebel who built there a temple to Baal. The city stood in a very lovely location, but it lies in ruins today. I have pictures of it, which I took while on a trip to Israel. The desolate ruins bear mute testimony to the accuracy of Micah’s prophecy concerning Samaria.

“Micah the Morasthite” means that he was a native of Moresheth of Gath, which is southwest of Jerusalem. Although he was in the kingdom of Judah, he prophesied to both kingdoms, but his main message was directed to the northern kingdom. I have often wondered about that. His contemporary, Isaiah, was a prophet to the southern kingdom; and perhaps, since Micah was probably a younger man, he felt that Isaiah could take care of the southern kingdom while God directed him to speak to the northern kingdom. You will never misunderstand Micah, because he makes it very clear to whom he is speaking.

The Prophet’s First Message
Hear, all ye people; hearken, O earth, and all that therein is: and let the Lord God be witness against you, the Lord from his holy temple [Mic. 1:2].

“Hear, all ye people” means all people. That includes you wherever you are today. Micah has a message for us. As with all the prophets, although speaking into a particular situation which has long since disappeared, his message is relevant for our day because certain principles are laid down. Micah gives a philosophy of human government. He deals with that which is false and that which is true authority in government. This would be a good book for both Republicans and Democrats in Washington to consider. It wouldn’t hurt them to look at God’s philosophy of government because, very candidly, their form of government is not working today. The reason it cannot work properly is because it was originally put together by men who, although some of them were not Christians, had a respect and reverence for the Bible. They felt that the great principles stated in the Bible were worth following, and therefore they wove them into the warp and woof of our government. It will never work in the hands of godless men. Frankly, that is our problem. Actually, the form of government is not the important feature, although we think it is. Let me give you an example: when Cromwell was a dictator in England, they had about the best form of government they could possibly have had. Don’t misunderstand me, I am not recommending a dictatorship, but it is good if you have the right dictator. When Jesus comes to reign on this earth, my friend, He is going to be a dictator and the right kind of dictator. The character of the ruler is of utmost importance. It makes no difference if there is a monarchy, a limited monarchy, an autocracy, a democracy, or a representative form of government; if the right men are in charge, it will work. I hope that I am getting it over to you that I am not talking politics, but I am speaking of a philosophy of government and am attempting to pinpoint our current problem. We need men in government who have character. The concern of the American people is whether or not their government leaders have TV personalities. We are more interested in charisma than character. Micah deals with this matter in the third chapter: “The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money: yet will they lean upon the Lord, and say, Is not the Lord among us? none evil can come upon us” (Mic. 3:11). Micah puts his finger on the fact that they had false prophets, false religion, and false leaders.

“Hearken, O earth, and all that therein is.” Since most of us are on this earth, he means all of us.

“And let the Lord God be witness against you.” Micah is calling God as a witness to the thing which he is going to say.

“The Lord from his holy temple.” The Lord was in His holy temple, in His heaven, then as now.

The Lord will come down in judgment—

For, behold, the Lord cometh forth out of his place, and will come down, and tread upon the high places of the earth [Mic. 1:3].
This language is absolutely beautiful, although it is frightful in many ways.

“Tread upon the high places of the earth.” You recall that the high places were the locations of idol worship. Idols were set up in groves upon the hills and mountains. Also in that day the cities were situated on elevated places. Both Samaria and Jerusalem were built on mountains. The Lord Jesus mentioned that a city that is set upon a hill cannot be hid, and the city has a tremendous influence upon the area around it (see Matt. 5:14). When the city is the seat of government, it has a tremendous influence not only upon the immediate area but often upon the entire world. That is the case of many great cities in the past and present. Also cities are centers of great sin. For these reasons God is coming down upon them in judgment—He will “tread upon the high places of the earth.”

And the mountains shall be molten under him, and the valleys shall be cleft, as wax before the fire, and as the waters that are poured down a steep place [Mic. 1:4].
“The mountains shall be molten [melted] under him, and the valleys shall be cleft.” This is definitely a picture of volcanic action and of earthquakes. We find this same language in the Scriptures from Judges through Habakkuk. For example, Psalm 18:7–10: “Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundations also of the hills moved and were shaken, because he was wroth. There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it. He bowed the heavens also, and came down: and darkness was under his feet. And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind.” Although this language is highly figurative, it is a tremendous, actual, exact picture of what took place.

This raises a question about what or who controls the weather and natural forces. Well, God is the One who controls nature and earthquakes and volcanoes and weather. I believe that God judges nations and that He judges peoples, and these things are warnings. I have always felt that the Great Depression of the 1930s and the dust storms in the midwest were warnings from God. But America didn’t listen to God. Then we entered World War II, and we have not recovered from that yet. God is still moving in the affairs of this world.

I think of Turkey, especially along the west coast, and the ruins of the great cities like Ephesus and Pergamos which at one time were the very lifeblood of the Roman Empire. Now they are lying in ruins. Why is it that there is no great population but only little towns there today? Well, you may say, it is earthquake territory. You are right. It is interesting that man always flocks to earthquake territory. That is true in California where I live. I have seen people come out here by the millions. We are ready for an earthquake, let me tell you. The greatest population of the Roman Empire was in modern Turkey, and look what happened to it. Historians tell us that an earthquake destroyed the cities and caused the people to flee. That was the judgment of God, you see.

God makes it clear here about His judgment—

For the transgression of Jacob is all this, and for the sins of the house of Israel. What is the transgression of Jacob? is it not Samaria? and what are the high places of Judah? are they not Jerusalem? [Mic. 1:5].
“For the transgression of Jacob …and for the sins of the house of Israel.” You see, he is speaking to both kingdoms and their capitals—Samaria of Israel and Jerusalem of Judah (or Jacob).

“What is the transgression of Jacob?” Rather, who is responsible for the transgression of Jacob? The answer is: “Is it not Samaria? and what are the high places of Judah? are they not Jerusalem?” The prophet places the blame on the capital cities, Jerusalem and Samaria. Jerusalem was the place where they were to worship God. Were they worshiping Him there? Well, yes, they would go to the temple, but they also were going to the high places where idolatry and the grossest forms of immorality took place. And God says that it is for these things He is going to judge these two great cities because of their tremendous influence over the nations of Israel and Judah.

This has, I believe, an application to my own nation because we have a philosophy of government that is wrong. As we have seen, it is not the form of government that is wrong; it is the people who head it up who are wrong. I do not know that there is too much difference between having one godless dictator or having a whole godless Senate and a whole godless House of Representatives. The founders of our nation formed three branches of government because they had had a bad experience with old King George back in England, and they knew they could not trust men. Their theory was that the three branches of government could watch each other. Well, in our day all three need watching. Why? Because it takes the right kind of men for any government to function properly.

The problem in Micah’s day was that Samaria and Jerusalem had become corrupt, and God was going to judge them. What about my own country? It is my personal opinion that America has gone over the hill. The United States does not appear in the prophecies of the end times for one of two reasons: either it will have disappeared as a nation or it will no longer be a world power. We had a marvelous opportunity to lead the world following World War II. So what did we give the world? We gave it rock music, hippies, the new morality, a love of pleasure, and a love of affluence. And today the United States of America is on the way down. This is distressing to me because I love my country, and I hate to see a godless outfit take over and spoil this nation which I do believe was founded under God for a very definite purpose. It is a government under God that Micah is espousing. This is God’s philosophy of government, you see.

Now we come to the first striking statement, and it is the longest one. It goes through the remainder of the chapter, from verse 6 to verse 16. It is a miniature of the great destruction that will come in the last days. We will return to the subject of judgment during the last days when we come to the fourth chapter of Micah; but, here in the first chapter of Micah, it is a local judgment in which Assyria will destroy Samaria. I wish I could show you some of my pictures of Samaria. At one time it was a lovely city. It was a city of great influence and culture. It was a city of great promise, but today it lies in dust and ashes.

Therefore I will make Samaria as an heap of the field, and as plantings of a vineyard: and I will pour down the stones thereof into the valley, and I will discover the foundations thereof [Mic. 1:6].
“I will make Samaria as an heap of the field, and as plantings of a vineyard.” That is what it is today. I saw a little vineyard planted by Arabs growing right in the ruins of one section of Samaria. There are other places where you can find an orchard planted in the ruins and different kinds of trees which were planted here and there.

“I will pour down the stones thereof into the valley.” I have stood on the acropolis, the very highest place in Samaria, and have looked down the steep embankment. Do you know what is down there? There are all kinds of pillars and stones that formerly had been hewn out and used in buildings. They have been rolled down, down into the valley. I can’t think of anything more literal than this fulfillment of “I will pour down the stones thereof into the valley.”

“And I will discover [uncover] the foundations thereof” I would like to show you the pictures I took of the foundations which were there in the time of Ahab and Jezebel. Also I have pictures of the later foundations which, were built by the Romans. God has uncovered them all, and they are all there in ruins for you to take a good look at today. The foundations reveal that there had been a tremendous city there, but it has long since gone out of business.

And all the graven images thereof shall be beaten to pieces, and all the hires thereof shall be burned with the fire, and all the idols thereof will I lay desolate: for she gathered it of the hire of an harlot, and they shall return to the hire of an harlot [Mic. 1:7].
“And all the graven [carved] images thereof shall be beaten to pieces!” When I was there, I asked my guide, “Are there any images around here?” His answer was, “No. There is no evidence of idolatry although we know that there was idolatry here” Let me remind you that the high places which are mentioned were places where idols stood and where the basest kind of worship took place. For example, in the worship of Molech, the idol formed a red-hot oven where children were actually offered. What an awful thing that was! And the grossest forms of immorality were carried on in connection with idol worship. In other words, religion and illicit sex were very much the same thing. It is abroad again today in Satan worship and outgrowths of the occult.

“And all the hires thereof shall be burned with the fire.” The word hires is very interesting. It refers to the costly vessels that had been given to the heathen temples. My guide told me that, in the ruins of the palace of Jezebel, archaeologists have found remains of quite a few smaller ivory vessels which were evidently jars to hold perfume and some larger ones to hold wine. There has been a great deal of excavation done there.

“She gathered it of the hire of an harlot, and they shall return to the hire of an harlot.” Sex was at the heart of these idolatrous rites. In Corinth, for instance, they know today that in the worship of Aphrodite upon the Acropolis, there were a thousand “vestal virgins,” who were nothing in the world but prostitutes. Sex was a part of the religion. A man had to pay when he went into one of their places of worship. Whether in temples or out-of-doors, they were brothels. It was all done in the name of religion. This was true among the Phoenicians; it was true among the Philistines; and Israel had adopted their religions.

It is quite interesting that contemporary thought is returning to that viewpoint. The so-called “new morality” is as old as the worship of Molech and of Baal and of other heathen religions of antiquity. This is one reason I insist that religion has not been a blessing to the world. If you want to see what religion has done, go to India. There religion has kept a wonderful people in a pitiful state. The people are absolutely impoverished and bound by the fetters of religion. Christianity, of course, is not a religion; Christianity is a Person. The Lord Jesus made that clear when He said, “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed” (John 8:36). He can deliver you from things that are sinful, and He can also deliver you from the bondage of religion.

The last part of the verse says, “she gathered it of the hire of an harlot, and they shall return to the hire of an harlot.” Micah is saying that the hires will go right back and be used for sin again. Some of these vessels were apparently used again in Roman times. It was Herod who rebuilt that city. He liked the location; it was a delightful place to live, but it also has been destroyed and is in ruins today. Heathen worship was the main sin. It was number one on the sin parade, but Micah is going to mention some other sins, too.

Lamentation of Micah
The remainder of the chapter is Micah’s lamentation. He is deeply affected by Israel’s sins and their consequences. Micah is not just a paid preacher; he is a prophet called of God. He is very much like Jeremiah and Hosea in that he had a tender heart. We tend to think of all the Old Testament prophets as being hard-nosed like Elijah and Ezekiel. You may remember that, when God commissioned Ezekiel, He warned him that He was sending him to an impudent and hardhearted people. But, He said, “I am going to make your head harder than theirs.” There was a need for hardheaded prophets, and these men could speak right out; but many of God’s prophets were very tenderhearted, and Micah was one of them. Listen to him—
Therefore I will wail and howl, I will go stripped and naked: I will make a wailing like the dragons, and mourning as the owls [Mic. 1:8].
“I will go stripped and naked.” When a man removed his outer garments, it meant that he was in deep mourning and deep trouble.

“I will make a wailing like the dragons [jackals], and mourning as the owls [ostriches].” If you have ever heard a wolf or a hyena howl at night, you know it is a mournful and terrible sound. Job uses this same expression: “I am a brother to dragons [jackals], and a companion to owls [ostriches]” (Job 30:29). I did not know that ostriches mourn until several years ago when my wife and I were visiting the San Diego Zoo. We were walking around when we heard a mournful sound. It was a very plaintive and pitiful sort of a sound. At first I thought an animal had been trapped or hurt in some way. As we continued our walk, we met a man and I asked him, “Do you know what is making that sound?” He replied, “It’s the ostriches.” I thought the man was pulling my leg. I didn’t even thank him for the information because I thought he was kidding. But soon we walked around a bend in the road, and there were the ostriches. They were all standing there, just looking around. I didn’t see any reason for their mourning, but they were making the most mournful sound I have ever heard. Micah said that he would mourn like the ostriches. He would wail like they did.

In other words, the message that this man was giving to the people was affecting him just as the message that Jeremiah gave affected him. This is another example of the type of man God wants to deliver a harsh message. It must be a man with a tender heart if the message is to be harsh. Why? Because before God judges a people, He wants them to know how He feels; so He sent the weeping prophet Jeremiah and then this weeping prophet Micah. When the people listen to his message, then to his mourning and wailing, they understand how God feels about their sin. God is not vindictive. Although He takes no delight in judgment, He must judge sin. If you will turn that over in your mind a little, my friend, you will recognize that God cannot permit evil and wrong to be done to one of His creatures without His judging the guilty party. He would not be God if He did not give justice to His creatures. When evil is done and sin is committed, God is going to move in judgment. It takes Him a little while to get around to it; but, when He moves, nothing can stop Him.

For her wound is incurable; for it is come unto Judah; he is come unto the gate of my people, even to Jerusalem [Mic. 1:9].
“Her wound is incurable.” The nation had passed over an invisible line from which there was no possibility of returning. While I do not know where that line is, I do know it exists. And when an individual or a nation passes over that line, there is no possibility of reclamation. It is not that God is not merciful and gracious, but the individual or the nation is so bent to sin and has turned a deaf ear to God for so long that there is nothing left but judgment. The wound is incurable. They will no longer hear God.

This disturbs me, because I wonder if my own country may have passed over that line. All I know is that they are not hearing the voice of God and do not want to hear it. In spite of the fact that there is a tremendous reception today for the Word of God, I sometimes wonder how deep it is. Are the hearing of the Word of God and obedience to the Word of God synonymous? I actually know of folk who are living in sin or have lived in sin and have never repented of it, yet speak of loving the Word of God! Is it possible that they have stepped over that invisible line and that there is nothing left for them but judgment?

“For her wound is incurable; for it is come unto Judah; he is come unto the gate of my people, even to Jerusalem.” The Assyrian army under Sennacherib came down from the north and mowed down the northern kingdom. They got as far south as the walls of Jerusalem, and the king Hezekiah was afraid that they were going to take the city; but God instructed Isaiah to tell the king that Jerusalem would not be invaded but that this was a warning to them. Well, Judah heeded the warning for awhile, but it wore off and they turned back to their idol worship and their sin. The day came when God had to judge Judah as He had judged Israel.

Now we are given a series of names of ten different urban centers that were affected by Samaria and Jerusalem. Not all of these places are on the map, but the list begins in the north with Samaria and moves south toward Jerusalem and beyond Jerusalem. The meanings of the names reveal a play upon words.

Declare ye it not at Gath, weep ye not at all: in the house of Aphrah roll thyself in the dust [Mic. 1:10].
“Declare ye it not at Gath.” The name Gath means “weep-town.” God is saying, “Weep not at Weep-town.” Gath belonged to the Philistines, the inveterate enemies of Israel, and He is saying, “Don’t let them know that judgment is coming upon you.”

“In the house of Aphrah roll thyself in the dust.” Aphrah means “dust-town.” To put dust on the head was the sign of the deepest grief. The site of this town is not known, but the thought seems to be that the people were to lament in their own territory.

Pass ye away, thou inhabitant of Saphir, having thy shame naked: the inhabitant of Zaanan came not forth in the mourning of Beth-ezel; he shall receive of you his standing [Mic. 1:11].
Saphir means “beauty-town.” Believe me, the inhabitants passed away and also the town itself so that the site of it is absolutely unknown. Beauty-town would be no longer beautiful—“having thy shame naked.”

“The inhabitant of Zaanan came not forth in the mourning.” Zaanan means “march-town. ” March-town didn’t march. The site of this town is also unknown to us.

For the inhabitant of Maroth waited carefully for good: but evil came down from the Lord unto the gate of Jerusalem [Mic. 1:12].
“The inhabitant of Maroth waited carefully [anxiously] for good.” The name Maroth means “bitterness.” They waited for a good report, for good news, but it was a bitter report—“evil came down from the Lord unto the gate of Jerusalem.” The Assyrians were marching to the very walls of Jerusalem.

O thou inhabitant of Lachish, bind the chariot to the swift beast: she is the beginning of the sin to the daughter of Zion: for the transgressions of Israel were found in thee [Mic. 1:13].
Lachish was “Horse-town.” There were great stables of horses there. It is a city southwest of Jerusalem, over near the Philistine country, the place where idolatry was first introduced into the southern kingdom of Judah. Apparently Lachish was the link of idolatry between Israel and Judah.

“Bind the chariot to the swift beast” is a reference to the horse, and we now know that this is the place where horses were kept which were used in the worship of the sun. You will recall that even the Greeks had their Apollo driving a chariot across the sky in connection with their worship of the sun. God is condemning Lachish because she introduced this idolatry into Judah, the southern kingdom.

Therefore shalt thou give presents to Moresheth-gath: the houses of Achzib shall be a lie to the kings of Israel [Mic. 1:14].
“Moresheth-gath” was, of course, the hometown of Micah; it was in the southern kingdom of Judah.

“The houses of Achzib shall be a lie to the kings of Israel.” Achzib means “lie-town.” Lie-town, as did all these other towns, lived up to its name. The inhabitants were given over to lies. The name Achzib is the Hebrew word for a “winter brook” or a “lie.” The reason for this is that the brooks in Israel are very much like the brooks in Southern California. In fact, a friend of mine was riding with me one day when we crossed over the Los Angeles River. In the winter, during the wet season, this river can really go on a rampage, but in the dry season there is not much more than a trickle of water in it. As we crossed the river, my friend said, “That’s a good place for a river.” I replied, “It sure is, and in the winter there is a river there.” In Israel there are many dry river beds like that. But a flash flood out in the desert can transform them into raging torrents. Now you can see why achzib means a “winter brook” or a “lie.” And the town of Achzib was Lie-town because they had promised help to the northern kingdom, but they actually gave no help at all. “The houses of Achzib shall be a lie to the kings of Israel.”

Yet will I bring an heir unto thee, O inhabitant of Mareshah: he shall come unto Adullam the glory of Israel [Mic. 1:15].
Here is a suggestion that help is coming to Israel but not at this time. It is only a faint suggestion that “the glory of Israel” is the heir in the line of David, and the Lord Jesus Christ is the only one who fits this description. One of His names is Faithful—He is faithful and true, and He is coming to deliver them. He will not come from Lie-town, that’s for sure. However, in Micah’s day Israel was deceived, greatly deceived, and no help came to them when the Assyrian army came down from the north and overran their land.

Now Micah calls upon Israel to mourn as a nation—

Make thee bald, and poll thee for thy delicate children; enlarge thy baldness as the eagle; for they are gone into captivity from thee [Mic. 1:16].
When Assyria invaded Israel the first time, they took the young people into captivity, and the people are called upon to mourn because of that. Making themselves bald was an indication of grief. Although in the Mosaic Law they were told not to trim their beards nor shave their beards, now because of the sin that had come into the nation they are told to express their grief in this manner.

Isaiah, who was a contemporary of Micah, had something to say about this custom. In Isaiah 15:2 we read, “He is gone up to Bajith, and to Dibon, the high places [of idolatry], to weep: Moab shall howl over Nebo, and over Medeba: on all their heads shall be baldness, and every beard cut off.” This verse describes deep mourning and wailing. They had lost their children, you see. This is the judgment of God upon them.
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Micah 2

 1Woe to them that devise iniquity, and work evil upon their beds! when the morning is light, they practise it, because it is in the power of their hand. 

 2And they covet fields, and take them by violence; and houses, and take them away: so they oppress a man and his house, even a man and his heritage. 

 3Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, against this family do I devise an evil, from which ye shall not remove your necks; neither shall ye go haughtily: for this time is evil. 

 4In that day shall one take up a parable against you, and lament with a doleful lamentation, and say, We be utterly spoiled: he hath changed the portion of my people: how hath he removed it from me! turning away he hath divided our fields. 

 5Therefore thou shalt have none that shall cast a cord by lot in the congregation of the LORD. 

 6Prophesy ye not, say they to them that prophesy: they shall not prophesy to them, that they shall not take shame. 

 7O thou that art named the house of Jacob, is the spirit of the LORD straitened? are these his doings? do not my words do good to him that walketh uprightly? 

 8Even of late my people is risen up as an enemy: ye pull off the robe with the garment from them that pass by securely as men averse from war. 

 9The women of my people have ye cast out from their pleasant houses; from their children have ye taken away my glory for ever. 

 10Arise ye, and depart; for this is not your rest: because it is polluted, it shall destroy you, even with a sore destruction. 

 11If a man walking in the spirit and falsehood do lie, saying, I will prophesy unto thee of wine and of strong drink; he shall even be the prophet of this people. 

 12I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I will surely gather the remnant of Israel; I will put them together as the sheep of Bozrah, as the flock in the midst of their fold: they shall make great noise by reason of the multitude of men. 

 13The breaker is come up before them: they have broken up, and have passed through the gate, and are gone out by it: and their king shall pass before them, and the LORD on the head of them.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 2
Theme: The prophet’s second message describes specific sins
The Prophet’s Second Message
In this chapter Micah describes the specific sins of the people. Judgment came upon these people because they had gone into idolatry with all that that implies. Idolatry in that day represented gross immorality, and the wages of the harlots ran the “high places.” Prostitution was the source of funds for their religion since sex was associated with idolatry. We find that the same thing is true today in the occult and in Satan worship. I think there is a connection between the occult of today and the idolatry of Micah’s day. Sex plays a very prominent part in both of them. They are a revelation of man breaking God’s commandment. Sexual sin and idolatry seem to go together. They destroy the home and destroy the sweet and tender relationship between a man and a woman in marriage. When sex is kept within the marriage relationship, it can become the sweetest and most precious thing on earth. When a nation moves sex out of that context and encourages illicit sex in the name of religion or “new morality,” it is evidence of the fact that the nation is in decline and is actually on its way out.
The sins which Micah will denounce in this chapter are sins against one another, sins against mankind, while in the first chapter their sins were in their relationship with God. You see, when a man is not right with God, he cannot be right with his fellowman. And when a man is right with God, he can be (although he doesn’t always choose to be) right with his fellowman. We have had an illustration of this in the lovey-dovey movement which started several years ago with the “flower children” in the San Francisco area. Because they were far from the Lord, the movement lapsed into gross immorality, and it wrecked the lives of many young people. My friend, when you are not right with God, you will not be right with other people.

Chapter 2 is not going to be pretty. You will not find it to be the most beautiful chapter in the Word of God. But it reveals the sin of a nation, which caused its destruction. It is well for us as God’s people and also for our nation to listen to Micah and to wake up.

Woe to them that devise iniquity, and work evil upon their beds! when the morning is light, they practise it, because it is in the power of their hand [Mic. 2:1].
Although this may include the practice of illicit sex, it primarily refers to evil of other sorts. When they go to bed at night, they don’t go to sleep but lie there and devise and plan iniquity—and chances are they are engaging in it at the same time. I have had some experience with folk like this. A wife complained to me bitterly that when her husband comes home, he doesn’t leave his work in the office but brings it with him. And when he goes to bed at night, he lies there conniving what he will do the next day. No wonder the wife was contemplating divorce.

“When the morning is light, they practise it, because it is in the power of their hand.” That is, they are able to execute what they have planned. It is also true in our contemporary society that the sinner and the ungodly are successful. The wealth of my own country is not in the hands of the godly today—although it was at one time. Money means power, and the ungodly are able to carry through that which is wrong. This is the chief reason that my nation is in its present predicament. The real problem is not an energy shortage nor the incapability of this or that political party. The root of the problem is that power is in the hands of the ungodly. This is the same sin which brought Israel down. Micah, as we have already noted, presents a philosophy of human government which God follows. If you doubt this, read the history of the fall of great nations. When wealth and power get into the hands of a few ungodly people, God moves in judgment.

Micah is still speaking of those in his day whose lives were characterized by doing evil—twenty-four hours a day. Now he is being specific—

And they covet fields, and take them by violence; and houses, and take them away: so they oppress a man and his house, even a man and his heritage [Mic. 2:2].
“They covet fields, and take them by violence.” We have an example of this being done by Israel’s royalty in the case of Ahab and Jezebel. In 1 Kings 21 we have the record of King Ahab coveting the vineyard of Naboth. Like a spoiled brat, he wanted it, although he didn’t make a move to get it. However, his wife Jezebel was a sinner who believed in action. She immediately set about getting the vineyard by eliminating Naboth. So what the heads of government practiced, those down below began to practice. The wealthy began to seize the fields that they coveted because they had the money and the power to do it.

My, how that method is being used in our contemporary society! The little businessman doesn’t stand much of a chance for survival in the culture we have produced. The big operators are in control, and they frankly say that they are in for the profits. But sometimes the word profit is a synonym for covetousness. And this was the great sin of Israel.

I have never understood why any man would want more than one million dollars. I have always thought that if I had that much money I would never want any more. It seems, however, that when a man gets one million dollars, he desires two million dollars. With two million dollars he can’t eat any more. He can’t sleep any more. He can’t indulge himself any more—he can only drink so much, and he can only sin so much. A million dollars will enable a man to do all that he wants, but men want to continue to get richer and richer and richer. The old bromide “The rich get richer and the poor get poorer” is the story of mankind. And Micah is speaking into that situation.

Notice that evil men will covet fields and houses and take them by violence. God not only gave the Land of Promise to the nation Israel and put them in it, but He also gave each tribe a particular portion of the land. Then He gave each individual a particular plot in the tribe to which he belonged, and that plot was his heritage. Then God instituted certain laws so that a man could not lose his land forever. During the Year of Jubilee every mortgage was canceled, and every bit of property was returned to its original owner. However, the Year of Jubilee only came every fifty years. If you lost your land the second year after Jubilee, you would have to wait forty-eight years to reclaim it. You could get very hungry in that length of time! Even though God had made laws to protect the poor, the rich always found ways to get around them, of course. All through the Scriptures we see that God is on the side of the poor. As Abraham Lincoln used to say, “God must love poor people because He made so many of them.” And the Lord Jesus Himself experienced the poverty of this earth.

Therefore thus saith the Lord; Behold, against this family do I devise an evil, from which ye shall not remove your necks; neither shall ye go haughtily: for this time is evil [Mic. 2:3].
This is a very interesting verse. God has said, “I condemn you because you lie on your beds and plot evil.” Now He says, “I am going to plot evil against you.” What does He mean by that? Was God actually going to do that which was evil? No, God intended to punish the evildoers, which was right, but from their viewpoint it was wrong because they wouldn’t like that. They would call it evil.

Today even some Christians condemn God for permitting certain things to take place. In other words, they are saying that God is doing evil. Well, God beat them to it; He said that He would do evil from their viewpoint. If they continued sinning, He would stop them with judgment. In fact, He said to Israel, “I devise an evil, from which ye shall not remove your necks.” God intended to put around those necks the chains of bondage. And the people of Israel were led captive into Assyria, one of the most brutal nations that has ever been on the topside of this earth. God adds, “Neither shall ye go haughtily: for this time is evil.” How haughty and proud they had been!

My own nation is presently in this same position. In many countries that I have visited—South America, Europe, Africa, and Asia—I have found that Americans are not loved, and we haven’t been loved for many years. Why? Because we have been haughty and proud. Yet we had the temerity after World War II to tell the world that we were going to lead it to peace! We thought the American dollar would solve the problems of the world. Well, we have gotten this world into a mess, haven’t we? And American diplomacy has been nothing to boast about since World War II. Why has our record been so poor? My personal opinion is that the judgment of God is already taking place. I love my country, and it breaks my heart to see it continue to fall into the hands of the godless rich. Let me repeat that it is not the method of government but the character of the men who govern that makes a nation great.

In that day shall one take up a parable against you, and lament with a doleful lamentation, and say, We be utterly spoiled: he hath changed the portion of my people: how hath he removed it from me! turning away he hath divided our fields [Mic. 2:4].
Great confusion was coming and “doleful lamentation”—a very unusual expression in the Hebrew language. It probably would not be possible to translate into English exactly what Micah was saying. There was no hope at all—“We be utterly spoiled [destroyed].”

Therefore thou shalt have none that shall cast a cord by lot in the congregation of the Lord [Mic. 2:5].
There have been various interpretations of this. Perhaps it means that there will be no more worship of God in that place.

Prophesy ye not, say they to them that prophesy: they shall not prophesy to them, that they shall not take shame.
O thou that art named the house of Jacob, is the spirit of the Lord straitened? are these his doings? do not my words do good to him that walketh uprightly? [Mic. 2:6–7].
This was a time when God cut off the flow of the spirit of prophecy. Why? Because the people wouldn’t hear it, and there came a famine of the Word of God.

“Are these his doings?” God has told them that He, too, is plotting evil—that is, what they call evil, because it is going to be a judgment against them.

“Do not my words do good to him that walketh uprightly?” Though the message is harsh, God’s people will accept it, and they will obey it. This is not a delightful passage like Psalm 23 or John 14, but God gives it just as much prominence. In fact, He put it in the second chapter, rather than in the fourteenth or the twenty-third, so we would not miss it.

Even of late my people is risen up as an enemy: ye pull off the robe with the garment from them that pass by securely as men averse from war [Mic. 2:8].
God is saying that, although they are His people, they have become His enemies, and one of the evidences of this is the way they treat the poor. God always insists upon justice for the poor. His charge is: “Ye pull off the robe with the garment from them.” A man’s robe was what he slept in. In other words, they would take a man’s bed out from under him. That was how far they were willing to go to rob the poor.

The women of my people have ye cast out from their pleasant houses; from their children have ye taken away my glory for ever [Mic. 2:9].
“The women of my people have ye cast out from their pleasant houses” probably refers to unprotected widows who had inherited homes from their husbands.

“From their children have ye taken away my glory for ever.” Even the young children were deprived of what God had given to them. And they would grow up in rebellion. In our day the rebellion of youth is, in my opinion, permitted by God to try to shake us out of our lethargy.

Arise ye, and depart; for this is not your rest: because it is polluted, it shall destroy you, even with a sore destruction [Mic. 2:10].
They were attempting to solve their problems and to be at rest without being at peace with God. “Because it is polluted, it shall destroy you, even with a sore [great] destruction.” Because of the pollution of their sin and their heartless oppression, the land would cast out its inhabitants.

If a man walking in the spirit and falsehood do lie, saying, I will prophesy unto thee of wine and of strong drink; he shall even be the prophet of this people [Mic. 2:11].
This is biting sarcasm. God is saying, “The kind of prophets you want are those who will approve of your sins.” My friend, in our day many people do not want the preacher to say that drinking is wrong and that drunkenness is bad. Even in our churches many pastors are approving of social drinking. They insist that we are living in a new day, and, since we are not under the Mosaic Law, we can do these things. While it is true that we are under grace, there is one sure thing: if you love God, you are going to keep His commandments, and He certainly does condemn drunkenness. The false prophets in Micah’s day were not condemning the sins of the people. They were popular preachers, saying what the people wanted to hear.

Promise to the Remnant
The message of judgment which Micah has been delivering has been very harsh, but here at the close of the chapter is a very beautiful little prophecy which shines like a ray of sunshine that breaks through the dark clouds on a stormy day.
I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I will surely gather the remnant of Israel; I will put them together as the sheep of Bozrah, as the flock in the midst of their fold: they shall make great noise by reason of the multitude of men [Mic. 2:12].
You have noticed, I am sure, that when God speaks to them of their sin, He addresses them by the name Jacob. So when He uses that term in this verse, the implication is that He is going to show mercy to them, not because of their worthiness or because of some fine character trait, but because of His own grace.

“I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee.” This was not fulfilled after the Babylonian captivity, and it has not been fulfilled in their recent return to their land because He says that He will assemble “all of thee.” At the present time, there are more of the nation Israel in New York City than there are in whole land of Israel. Also, there is a great company still in Russia and in other countries of the world. So God has not yet assembled all of them according to this prophecy.

“I will surely gather the remnant of Israel.” Now for the remnant He uses the name Israel. God has always had a faithful remnant out of the nation, and actually He has never had more than the remnant. There never has been a time when it could be said that 100 percent of the nation had turned to God. And it was always for the sake of the remnant that God was gracious to the nation. In the future day that is coming, even in the Great Tribulation Period when we are told that all Israel shall be saved, who is meant? Well, it is all of Israel which belongs to that company of 144,000. The Book of Revelation makes it clear that they will be sealed (sealed, I believe, by the Holy Spirit of God) and will be able to survive the Great Tribulation. But that will be only a remnant of the nation. After all, there are probably three million Jews in Israel and probably twelve million in other lands, so that 144,000 could be nothing more than a remnant.

“I will put them together as the sheep of Bozrah.” Bozrah was a place of many flocks of sheep because of the excellent pasture lands. When God brings His people together like the sheep of Bozrah, the Twenty-third Psalm will be fulfilled: “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures …” (Ps. 23:1–2).

“They shall make great noise by reason of the multitude of men.” The great noise will be due to the fact that a great number will return to the land. When God returns the nation to their land, it does not mean that all of them are going to be saved by any means; but it will be a tremendous event. Since what we have seen of the return of Israel to the land has caused such great rejoicing among prophetic teachers, think what it will be in this future day!

The breaker is come up before them: they have broken up, and have passed through the gate, and are gone out by it: and their king shall pass before them, and the Lord on the head of them [Mic. 2:13].
“The breaker is come up before them.” The “breaker” is the one who clears the way, removes the obstacles, and leads them. I believe this refers to their entering the millennial kingdom when the Lord Jesus Christ will be the one to lead them, as He will have returned to the earth at that time. This verse refers to Him as the Breaker, their King, and the Lord (Jehovah).
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Micah 3

 1And I said, Hear, I pray you, O heads of Jacob, and ye princes of the house of Israel; Is it not for you to know judgment? 

 2Who hate the good, and love the evil; who pluck off their skin from off them, and their flesh from off their bones; 

 3Who also eat the flesh of my people, and flay their skin from off them; and they break their bones, and chop them in pieces, as for the pot, and as flesh within the caldron. 

 4Then shall they cry unto the LORD, but he will not hear them: he will even hide his face from them at that time, as they have behaved themselves ill in their doings. 

 5Thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that make my people err, that bite with their teeth, and cry, Peace; and he that putteth not into their mouths, they even prepare war against him. 

 6Therefore night shall be unto you, that ye shall not have a vision; and it shall be dark unto you, that ye shall not divine; and the sun shall go down over the prophets, and the day shall be dark over them. 

 7Then shall the seers be ashamed, and the diviners confounded: yea, they shall all cover their lips; for there is no answer of God. 

 8But truly I am full of power by the spirit of the LORD, and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his sin. 

 9Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the house of Jacob, and princes of the house of Israel, that abhor judgment, and pervert all equity. 

 10They build up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity. 

 11The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money: yet will they lean upon the LORD, and say, Is not the LORD among us? none evil can come upon us. 

 12Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 3
Theme: The prophet’s third message denounces leaders for their sins
The Prophet’s Third Message
Micah denounces the leaders of Israel for their sins—first, the princes; second, the prophets, who were the spiritual leaders; and last, all the leaders of Jerusalem, including the princes, the prophets, and the priests.
Sins of the Princes
This section begins with the call to hear, as does every major division of the Book of Micah.
And I said, Hear, I pray you, O heads of Jacob, and ye princes of the house of Israel; Is it not for you to know judgment? [Mic. 3:1].
“Hear, I pray you, O heads of Jacob.” He is speaking to the leadership of the nation.

“Is it not for you to know judgment?” What does he mean by this? Well, he is addressing the rulers of Israel who were the judges and magistrates. When the people were found guilty of a crime, they were brought before these men for judgment. Now they certainly should know what judgment and justice are. The same thought is expressed in the New Testament: “Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things” (Rom. 2:1). “The same things” does not mean identical but similar things. An example of this is found in 2 Samuel 12. The prophet Nathan came before King David and told him about a rich man in his kingdom who had great flocks of sheep. However, when he needed meat to serve his guest, instead of taking a lamb from his own flock, he took a poor man’s little ewe lamb—the only lamb he owned—and roasted it for his guest. When David heard this, he stood up, hot with anger, and pronounced judgment upon the man who would do such a thing. He could see the injustice of it; yet he himself had done a similar thing. And Nathan said to David, “…Thou art the man…” (2 Sam. 12:7). David accepted the judgment and confessed his guilt before God. It is amazing, friend, how we can see another man’s sin but overlook our own. This is the reason God says to these leaders in Israel, “You have judged others for their misdeeds, but you are doing the same things.”

This charge is certainly applicable to our day also. My feeling is that the reason many judges in our land have been so lenient with criminals and have not wanted the death penalty is that they are bothered by a guilt complex themselves. I have a notion that many times when a judge on the bench hears a case of an offender who is brought before him and hands down a light sentence, it is because it salves his own conscience to do so. It is almost a joke when a group of congressmen investigate the wrongdoing of someone in politics. Probably every one of them sitting there judging the other fellow has a skeleton in his own closet. It takes men of character to judge fairly, you see.

This is exactly what Micah is saying to the leadership in his day, “Is it not for you to know judgment?” You are not acting in ignorance; you have had experience in this. You have judged men who were guilty; now you are guilty.

Who hate the good, and love the evil; who pluck off their skin from off them, and their flesh from off their bones [Mic. 3:2].
“Who hate the good, and love the evil.” It is difficult for a judge who had been at a cocktail party the night before and had become a little tipsy himself to sentence a man the next day who has killed somebody because he was driving while drunk. No wonder the judge lets him off easy. I know what I am talking about, my friend, because my mother was killed by a drunken driver right here in Pasadena. I didn’t feel that I should press charges, but when I was called in as a witness, I told the court, “All I ask is that justice be done.” And, believe me, he got off with a light sentence. As I looked at that judge, I had the feeling that he had a pretty bad conscience.

In Micah’s day the leadership actually hated the good and loved the evil. Folk like that are not fit to be in positions of leadership then or now. If it is discovered that a man in a high position in government—a congressman, a senator, or a judge—is unfaithful to his wife, is he fit to make laws relative to marriage? I don’t think so. The present breakdown in morality goes back to the lawmakers. And God puts the blame on the leadership of the nation Israel in Micah’s day. As we have seen before, God is presenting in this little Book of Micah a philosophy of human government, the basis of which is men of good character in positions of leadership.

“Who pluck off their skin from off them, and their flesh from off their bones.” He uses a vivid illustration of their barbarous conduct against the poor.

Who also eat the flesh of my people, and flay their skin from off them; and they break their bones, and chop them in pieces, as for the pot, and as flesh within the caldron [Mic. 3:3].
In other words, they are like unfeeling human cannibals in their treatment of the poor. They are unprincipled and merciless. May I say that a godless man is the last man I want to sit in judgment upon me in any matter. And, very frankly, I am thankful that I don’t have to stand before you in judgment, even if you are a Christian. And you ought to be delighted that you will not have to stand before me in judgment. I believe we will fare better in the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ than we would if we were judged by mankind. My case has already been appealed to Him, and I will not have to stand before any man to be judged. It is comforting to know this.

Then shall they cry unto the Lord, but he will not hear them: he will even hide his face from them at that time, as they have behaved themselves ill in their doings [Mic. 3:4].
Who is the prophet talking about? He is talking about the leaders in Israel. As long as they had been in their high positions, they had had no regard for the human side, and they had had no real sympathy or love. Now they are in trouble because a power greater than they has come down upon them.

“Then shall they cry unto the Lord, but he will not hear them.” These leaders are going to cry out to God. Isn’t that interesting? We all cry out to God in times of real trouble. I have been rather amused at times—I shouldn’t be, but I can’t help it—when I hear of the trouble that is coming upon us today and somebody says, “May God help us!” That is interesting because they bowed Him out of His universe many years ago. God isn’t mentioned much today, except in profanity, but every now and then I find people saying, “May God help us.” Well, my friend, I don’t know whether He will hear you or not, because in Micah’s day He said to the people who had ignored Him and lived godless lives that He would not hear their cry for help. In fact, He said that He would hide His face from them. My friend, we are living in a period of the silence of God. It does not look as if God is doing much to alleviate the present world situation. Yet His grace is still abundant, and He is rich in mercy to those who will bow before Him and accept His Son as Savior.

Sins of the Prophets
Thus saith the Lord concerning the prophets that make my people err, that bite with their teeth, and cry, Peace; and he that putteth not into their mouths, they even prepare war against him [Mic. 3:5].

The false prophets were like vicious animals or like serpents with forked tongues and fangs that would poison—actually, they were worse than that because they used smooth words to comfort the people, assuring them that peace was coming.

The futile effort of man to achieve peace ought to alert us to the fact that man by his own resources cannot bring peace to the world. Just wanting it and saying often enough that it is coming and voting for it will not bring peace. Again Micah makes it very clear that it is not a surface problem. It is not that folk don’t want peace. The problem is that the human heart is wicked, and Isaiah, a contemporary of Micah, wrote, “There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked” (Isa. 57:21). In fact, Isaiah repeats this fact three times in the last part of his prophecy. The great climax to which he came in each of those three times was that the real problem was the wickedness of the human heart.

When I make the statement that we cannot have peace in our day, I generally get two or three letters from well-meaning folk. They write lovely letters that chide me for being pessimistic. They insist that we should continue to try to bring peace in the world. They are sincere and their argument sounds good, but it is one of the most false teachings abroad that man can make peace in his way. I want peace as much as anyone, but I want to go at it God’s way. First of all, the individual must know what the peace of God is. How are they going to know it? “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1). It is not possible to have peace with your fellow man until you have peace with God. The human heart cannot be trusted; it is desperately wicked (see Jer. 17:9). You and I do not know how bad we really are. We can sink lower than any other creature on earth. One of the proofs that mankind has not descended from animals is that man can sink lower than animals—animals don’t go out and get drunk or beat their mates or abuse their offspring. The human race must have the peace of God in their hearts before they can bring peace to their world.

In Micah’s day the false prophets were prophesying peace, while in the north Assyria was getting ready to come down upon them. In our day efforts are being made in certain sections of the world to get people to sit down at a peace table and settle their differences without going to war. Yet for about six thousand years of recorded history, mankind has gone to war and still fights—one nation against another nation, one tribe against another tribe, one family against another family, and one individual against another individual. Why do we do this? We know that it is not to the advantage of either side. But we do it because we are alienated from God and in rebellion against Him. We won’t face up to the real problem, but we listen to the smooth words of false prophets who predict peace. Because they do this sort of thing, God pronounces upon them the calamities which are coming—

Therefore night shall be unto you, that ye shall not have a vision; and it shall be dark unto you, that ye shall not divine; and the sun shall go down over the prophets, and the day shall be dark over them [Mic. 3:6].
“Therefore night shall be unto you.” As we see in the other books of the prophets, darkness always speaks of judgment. It speaks of judgment in two different ways: the direct intervention of God in the punishment of the offender and also in the silence of God in not giving any new revelation to man.

“Ye shall not have a vision”—that is, God will not reveal any new truth to you.

“It shall be dark unto you.” The judgment which is coming to them is called darkness; there will not be any light from the Word of God. There will be a cessation of prophesying.

In the New Testament the apostle Paul made reference to this in I Corinthians 13:8: “Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail….” The English word fail is the Greek ekpipto, meaning “to fall off or away.” Prophecies will fail in two different ways: (1) they will be fulfilled; and (2) God will no longer reveal anything new. There was a hiatus of approximately four hundred years between the Old Testament and the New Testament in which God was silent. The sun had gone down. Malachi, the last prophet, prophesied that the sun would come up again—“But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings… ” (Mal. 4:2). Malachi would not have prophesied of the sun arising if the night had not been coming, and it did come. The people of Israel entered the long night of four hundred years until the coming of Christ. This is the same picture that Micah presents.

At the present time the United States has moved into the same position as that into which Israel had moved in Micah’s day. It is easy for the very sophisticated historians to characterize as narrow-minded and bigoted the men and women who first came to settle in this country. Well, they were imperfect human beings, but even those who were not Christians had a knowledge of and a reverence for the Word of God. Both Harvard and Yale universities were founded to train ministers so that the people in this country would not be in the darkness of ignorance concerning the Word of God. Well, I tell you, their light has gone out, hasn’t it? The very places that were supposed to be great educational centers and great lights for this country turned away from God a long time ago. The night is upon us today. At the universities we have had some of the worst riots this nation has ever seen. They have been the very hotbeds of darkness. It is at the university where the worship of Satan originated, and that is where it is being propagated. I have a newspaper clipping telling about a professor who is now involved in the worship of Satan and who indulges in the occult. We are in a period of time, it seems to me, when the sun of revelation has gone down. When I speak of revelation, I am talking about the illumination of the Word of God. The very centers which should be giving light from the Word of God are not doing it anymore. In fact, they are rejecting and turning their backs on God and turning to the occult. This is what Micah is talking about when he says, “Therefore night shall be unto you, that ye shall not have a vision; and it shall be dark unto you, that ye shall not divine; and the sun shall go down over the prophets, and the day shall be dark over them.”

Then shall the seers be ashamed, and the diviners confounded: yea, they shall all cover their lips; for there is no answer of God [Mic. 3:7].
Micah is saying that there shall be such gross darkness that those who are false prophets will make fools of themselves because of the fact that their prophecies will not come to pass. You will recall that this was the thing Ahab discovered, only he discovered it too late. All of the false prophets told him to go and fight in the war. Only one prophet, God’s man, told him that if he went to war he would not come back but would be slain. That true prophet was Micaiah. It was too bad Ahab didn’t listen to him, because Ahab went to war and was slain, just as Micaiah said (see 1 Kings 22:1–28).

God’s men tell it like it is, and they tell the truth. My friend, there is no use trying to cover up the sins in the church. It has become revolting to hear of the many men who are classed as religious leaders, yet are involved in reprehensible conduct, and who, under the guise of being Christians, are prospering.

We need to read again Hebrews 12:6: “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” Why does the Lord do that? He does it because He doesn’t want us to be illegitimate. He says to us, “I chasten you and I discipline you so that you can know and the world can know that you are My child.” Did you know that William the Conqueror actually signed his name William the Bastard because he was illegitimate? I am of the opinion that many church members could sign their names the same way. You might be able to say, “I am a deacon in the church, I am a Sunday school teacher, I am a leader in the church, or I am a preacher,” but you would have to write under your name what William the Conqueror wrote under his name when he signed it. You would have to admit, “I am really not a legitimate child of God. I have not really been born again. I do not really know Jesus Christ as my personal Savior. I do not love Him. I do not seek to serve Him. I am not interested in His Word at all.”

In Micah’s day the false prophet was in that same position. He was speaking smooth words to comfort the people. The people had itching ears, and the prophet would scratch them, you see, by saying what they wanted to hear. Then they in turn would scratch the ears of the prophet by telling him how wonderful he was. “My, what a great preacher you are because you say such nice things. Everything must be all right.” They were living in luxury, but the level of immorality was frightening.

Now notice that Micah is very careful to separate himself from that group.

But truly I am full of power by the spirit of the Lord, and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his sin [Mic. 3:8].
It took intestinal fortitude to be an unpopular preacher delivering a message the people hated, but Micah could say, “I know that the Spirit of God is leading me to say what I am saying.” It is wonderful to be in that position, my friend.

Sins of the Leaders of Jerusalem
In this final division, Micah turns specifically to Jerusalem. Heretofore he has been speaking to the northern kingdom of Israel; but now he bundles together the prophets, the princes, and the priests of the southern kingdom, and he pronounces judgment upon all of them.
Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the house of Jacob, and princes of the house of Israel, that abhor judgment, and pervert all equity [Mic. 3:9].
He says, “Listen to me, I have something to say to you.” Then he details their sins.

They build up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity.
The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money: yet will they lean upon the Lord, and say, Is not the Lord among us? none evil can come upon us [Mic. 3:10–11].
“The heads thereof judge for reward …the priests thereof teach for hire …the prophets thereof divine for money.” What is the thing that they all have in common? Greed, covetousness. My friend, that was the worst kind of idolatry even in the day of idols! Today we don’t have an idol sitting around—at least I hope you don’t. While it is true that superstition is gaining ground and multitudes of folk are following the horoscope, we still have not reverted to the base idolatry that existed in Micah’s day; yet our covetousness is idolatry. Micah brings into focus Israel’s real sin: idolatry, since covetousness is idolatry. The judges were judging for reward; the priests were teaching for hire; and the prophets were divining for money. They were all doing it for what they could get out of it for themselves. They did not take God into consideration, nor did they take the people into consideration. They were willing to walk over them. No wonder the charge was made: “You eat them up like cannibals because of your greed and love of money.”

When the leadership of a nation—both civil and religious—is evil, no form of government will work. This is Micah’s message to us.

Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest [Mic. 3:12].
This is a prediction that for their sins there will be a complete desolation of the city of Jerusalem. Jeremiah quotes Micah as having said this (see Jer. 26:18), which is a confirmation of the prophecy. The destruction did take place when Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem. In the first chapters of the Book of Nehemiah, we see the significance of it. When Nehemiah went back to Jerusalem, he found it in a mess. It was nothing but debris, ashes, rubble, and ruin. It seemed like a hopeless task to rebuild the city. The Talmud, which is a Jewish writing, records the fact that at the destruction of Jerusalem by Rome in a.d. 70, an officer of the Roman army (Rufus, by name) actually plowed up the foundations of the temple with a plowshare. Many scholars reject that tradition, although the Jewish historian Jerome also noted it, as did the Jewish philosopher Maimonides. Personally, I think the tradition is accurate. Both Nebuchadnezzar and Titus the Roman were certainly capable of doing a thing like that. Whether or not that particular tradition is accurate, Jerusalem even today bears the scars of the accurate fulfillment of Micah’s prophecy.
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Micah 4

 1But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it. 

 2And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 3And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 

 4But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the LORD of hosts hath spoken it. 

 5For all people will walk every one in the name of his god, and we will walk in the name of the LORD our God for ever and ever. 

 6In that day, saith the LORD, will I assemble her that halteth, and I will gather her that is driven out, and her that I have afflicted; 

 7And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong nation: and the LORD shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever. 

 8And thou, O tower of the flock, the strong hold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first dominion; the kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem. 

 9Now why dost thou cry out aloud? is there no king in thee? is thy counsellor perished? for pangs have taken thee as a woman in travail. 

 10Be in pain, and labour to bring forth, O daughter of Zion, like a woman in travail: for now shalt thou go forth out of the city, and thou shalt dwell in the field, and thou shalt go even to Babylon; there shalt thou be delivered; there the LORD shall redeem thee from the hand of thine enemies. 

 11Now also many nations are gathered against thee, that say, Let her be defiled, and let our eye look upon Zion. 

 12But they know not the thoughts of the LORD, neither understand they his counsel: for he shall gather them as the sheaves into the floor. 

 13Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion: for I will make thine horn iron, and I will make thy hoofs brass: and thou shalt beat in pieces many people: and I will consecrate their gain unto the LORD, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 4
Theme: Prophecies of the last days
The little prophecy of Micah could be compared to a Jewish day in that it goes from evening to morning. It opens in the darkness of night—the first three chapters pronounce judgment, as we have seen: “Who is a God like unto thee” (Mic. 7:18) in proclaiming future judgment for past sins? But even in the darkness of judgment there was a ray of light which broke through momentarily. Now we have come to a new section, in which Micah prophesies future glory. This we will see in chapters 4 and 5. There will also be a little judgment in this section, but in the main it is glorious light with every now and then a cloud passing across the brightness of the sun.
Prophecies of the Last Days
But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it [Mic. 4:1].

This is a remarkable passage of Scripture and may sound familiar to you because it is similar to the second chapter of Isaiah. Micah, you may recall, was a contemporary of Isaiah, and through the years scholars have been trying to determine if Micah copied Isaiah or if Isaiah copied Micah. Candidly, I feel that such debate is a waste of time, because nobody has the answer to it. I Would rather look at it this way: Since the Holy Spirit was the author, He was able to say the same things through Isaiah and through Micah; and the reason He said it twice was because of its importance. Therefore, we should look at this section very carefully.

Notice that this fourth chapter opens with the little conjunction “but,” which is a connective that contrasts it to the last verse of chapter 3: “Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest.”

“But in the last days.” Micah is moving now beyond the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar and the destruction under Titus the Roman, and beyond all other destructions, to the last days. In the Old Testament, “the last days” is a technical term with a very definite meaning. Our Lord Jesus called it “the tribulation, the great one” (see Matt. 24:21) we designate it as the Great Tribulation Period, which begins “the last days.” Then after the Tribulation (which will be a brief period of approximately seven years), the Lord Jesus Christ will return to the earth. In fact, His coming will end the Tribulation Period, and He Himself will establish His kingdom upon the earth. So “the last days” embrace the Tribulation, the return of Christ to the earth, and the millennial kingdom of Christ. Therefore, when Micah says “in the last days,” he has moved out and beyond all local situations, and he is looking way down into the future. The darker it became in Israel, the brighter the future appeared. And this is true for all of us. I am told that if you go far enough down in a well, you can see the stars. And when Israel hit bottom, God let them see the stars, the light out yonder in the future.

“The mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established in the top of the mountains.” The word mountain is used both literally and figuratively. Daniel uses it in a figurative way when he says, “Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth” (Dan. 2:34–35). That stone pictures Christ who is coming. “The stone … became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.” The mountain Daniel is talking about is Christ’s kingdom, which is to be established here upon the earth. That is the spiritual interpretation. We have no right to spiritualize a passage unless there is scriptural authority for doing so, and we do have it for this. However, I would not want to rob it of its literal sense, because the fact is that the city of Jerusalem is located upon a hill. Not only does Scripture make that clear, but all you have to do is to take a look at it. Micah is talking about Jerusalem, as we shall see. And the millennial kingdom will be centered there. Jerusalem will be the capital of the earth.

“And people shall flow unto it.” The word flow indicates spontaneous movement—from the desire in their hearts. Right now—as I am writing this—the flow is in the opposite direction. However, the way world conditions are changing, it could be different by the time you read this. But the point is that this prophecy of Micah’s is not being fulfilled today and will not be fulfilled until the Messiah comes.

And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem [Mic. 4:2].
Here is another chapter, among the many chapters in the prophetic books of the Bible, which makes it clear that the present return of the Jews to the land of Israel is not a fulfillment of prophecy. In this day in which we live the nations of the world are not going to Jerusalem to hear from the Lord! Neither is the Word of the Lord going forth from Jerusalem. I could supply you with the names of several Christian missionaries in the city of Jerusalem who themselves are Jewish, but who have been persecuted for presenting Christ and the Word of God. Believe me, the Word of God is not flowing from Jerusalem!

My friend, all the current sensationalism which declares that prophecy is being fulfilled in that land just produces an itch in what I call baby Christians. They want the bottle to be warm and sweet; and, therefore, it is nice to hear that we are seeing a fulfillment of prophecy, which means that the end is just around the corner. Some folk are even setting dates for our Lord’s return. Well, nobody knows. Although I think we are drawing near to the end, I have no inside information from the Lord to confirm it, and certainly there is nothing in His Word to confirm it. I wish these sensational speakers who major in prophecy would read all the prophecies throughout the Bible. If they would do that, it would be quite obvious to them that prophecies like Micah gives us here are not now being fulfilled. The Word of God is not going out from Jerusalem today. For example, no Bible society is printing Bibles in Jerusalem and sending them out to the ends of the earth! To circulate the New Testament from that place would be utterly impossible. The Word of God is not going forth from Jerusalem as Micah said it would do. The wonderful prophecies in this chapter will be fulfilled during the millennial Kingdom when Christ Himself is reigning in Jerusalem. Then the heads of the capitals of the world—Beijing, Berlin, London, Washington—will be going to Jerusalem to be taught by Christ Himself of His ways!

And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more [Mic. 4:3].
“And he shall judge among many people.” This again is the Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah, when He returns to the earth the second time to reign. Imagine the nations of the world bringing their disputes to Him for arbitration! The things mentioned in this verse cannot come to pass until He does come.

“They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks.” This verse appears on the building of the United Nations. Believe me, it doesn’t belong there! If those boys have beaten their swords into plowshares, it only means that they have a bigger instrument with which to beat each other over the head. And if they are turning their spears into pruninghooks, they are not using them to catch fish but to gouge other nations, especially those that are weaker than they are. This verse certainly is not being fulfilled by the United Nations! They are really knocking each other out there, and there is very little agreement. It will not be fulfilled until Christ comes.

“Nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” Obviously, we have not come to this position and will not until the Prince of Peace is ruling. Because He is not ruling in our day, we are not to beat our swords into plowshares; we are to keep our powder dry. This is not the time to disarm. Certainly everyone who wants peace would like to see our armaments cut back and our tax dollars going to something else, but as long as we are living in a big, bad world—not of make-believe but of reality—we need to be armed. The Lord Jesus said, “… a strong man armed keepeth his palace …” (Luke 11:21). Does he keep it by turning the other cheek? To read about turning the other cheek, you must read the Sermon on the Mount, and remember that it is the King who is speaking and He is referring to the time when He will be reigning upon the earth. When He is reigning, we can get rid of all our protection. We can even take the locks off our doors—but until then I not only have one lock on my door, I have two locks. We are living in that kind of world. These prophecies that Micah is giving are not for the present hour; they are for the last days. Let’s put them in their proper context.

But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it [Mic. 4:4].
“They shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid.” Do you want to tell me that this verse is being fulfilled in Israel today? In our day they are absolutely afraid. Why? Because they are not there according to fulfilled prophecy.

“For the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it.” God Himself has said this. God says that when He puts them in the land, they will live in peace and prosperity.

For all people will walk every one in the name of his god, and we will walk in the name of the Lord our God for ever and ever [Mic. 4:5].
The American Standard Version has a much better translation of this verse: “For all the peoples walk every one in the name of his god; and we will walk in the name of Jehovah our God for ever and ever.” The thought is that in the past they walked after their own gods, but in the future they are going to walk in the name of Jehovah, our God.

In that day, saith the Lord, will I assemble her that halteth, and I will gather her that is driven out, and her that I have afflicted [Mic. 4:6].
“In that day” reminds us that He is still speaking of the millennial kingdom.

“Will I assemble her that halteth.” Who is this whom God describes as halting, driven out, and afflicted? It is the nation Israel. Notice that He says, “That I have afflicted.” It looks as if God takes the blame for that which has happened to the nation Israel.

I had a conversation with a Jewish man in front of the King David Hotel in Jerusalem several years ago. He was one of the Jews who had come out of Nazi persecution alive, although he had spent time in a concentration camp. He said that he had become an atheist. He asked, “Where was God during the time of our trouble? Why didn’t He deliver us?”

I told him, “To tell the truth, I think God was around. Maybe you would like to blame Him for the trouble you had.”

He replied, “I certainly do. If there is a God, He would have responded to us.”

I said, “No, because you folk had an opportunity to know Him and obey Him way ahead of the rest of us. When your nation had a knowledge of the living and true God, my ancestors were heathens. One tribe was in Germany, and the other tribe was in Scotland. They were dirty, filthy, ignorant pagans, but you had the light. Finally some of your people brought the light to my people, and I’m grateful for it. But God has made it very clear in your own writings, your own books, that when you have a knowledge of the true and living God, you cannot turn your back on Him without being punished. If you will read your writings, you will find that not only can you blame Him for your trouble, but He is also not through with you as a nation. He intends to regather you. By that time you will have learned (and obviously you have not learned it yet) that this is God’s universe and that you cannot reject the knowledge of Himself that He has given you without suffering His judgment.”

My friend, our own nation is coming to this same position and condition, and it alarms me.In this land of ours there is a growing ignorance of the Word of God. Even worse than that, the Word of God is being ridiculed and made light of. A comedian says, “The Devil made me do it.” This is simply not true. You don’t do evil because the Devil made you do it. You do evil because you have an old nature that is as mean and as alienated and as far from God as it can possibly be. Also I hear it flippantly said, “I’ll tell God on you!” Well, of course, you don’t have to tell Him about somebody else’s sin. He already knows it, and He knows yours as well. My friend, we cannot make light of Him and reject Him without experiencing His judgment. In Micah’s day He took the blame for afflicting Israel, and He has not asked me to apologize for Him or to try to explain away that statement. This ought to serve as a warning to us as a nation.

And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong nation: and the Lord shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever [Mic. 4:7].
“I will make her that halted a remnant.” Never throughout the long history of Israel did 100 percent of the nation worship God. Always only a remnant was faithful to Him. God always preserved a remnant. Actually, it was a remnant of those which came out of Egypt that entered the land. Practically the entire generation that came out of Egypt died in the wilderness. It was their children who entered the land. God preserved a remnant. Even in Elijah’s day God had a faithful remnant. Elijah was very pessimistic. He cried, “Lord, I only am left” (see I Kings 19:10). But God told him, “You aren’t the only one; I have seven thousand in these mountains who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” Because they were hiding from Ahab and Jezebel, Elijah didn’t know about them (And I am of the opinion that in our day there are more believers than we think there are. There are many believers like those seven thousand. Although we don’t hear about them, they are true believers.) Also, there was a remnant of believers at the coming of Christ; although the leaders of the nation rejected Him and had Him crucified, there was a remnant that received Him. Later, on the Day of Pentecost, a great company turned to Christ; yet it was a remnant. It always has been a remnant. Coming down to our day, there is a remnant even in the church that bears His name. Although I have made the statement that I think there are more believers in our world than we realize, it is also true that in the church there is only a remnant of true believers in Christ.

Many of us would be surprised if we knew how few church members were genuine believers even though they are quite active in Christian circles and in Christian service. Many people in our affluent society have become church members. We are living in a period that has produced a lot of pseudo-saints. They are not genuine by any means. They have not been born again. The Book of Hebrews makes it very clear that “… whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth …” (Heb. 12:6). And every son whom He receives, He is going to put through the fire. He is going to test him. If you have some metal which you think is gold, you can take it to the assayer’s office. He will put the metal under heat so that you will find out whether what you have is gold or something else. And God puts the heat to those who are His own. The day of persecution is going to come to church members, and it will reveal quickly who are the true believers and who are not. God has a remnant in the church today.

Also in our day there is a remnant of believers among the people of Israel—probably more than we realize. In every nation there is a remnant of true believers, although they may not be identified with a local church. Unfortunately, the actions of some church members are shutting the door to a great many believers. Yet God always has His faithful remnant. The word remnant in Scripture is very important; don’t just rush over it.

In Micah’s day God is saying that of the afflicted ones He will make a remnant; He will regather them and make them “a strong nation: and the Lord shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever.”

And thou, O tower of the flock, the strong hold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first dominion; the kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem [Mic. 4:8].
“O tower of the flock, the strong hold of the daughter of Zion.” God is probably addressing the land itself, informing it that its former dominion under David and Solomon will be restored, the far greater kingdom of the Messiah shall come. This has not happened yet; the kingdom has not come. If the people of Israel are back in their land for anything, they are back there for the Great Tribulation Period. The kingdom is still in the far future.

The Near Future
At this point a cloud passes over the sun. A great many Bible scholars believe the next two verses refer to the Babylonian captivity.
Now why dost thou cry out aloud? is there no king in thee? is thy counsellor perished? for pangs have taken thee as a woman in travail.
Be in pain, and labour to bring forth, O daughter of Zion, like a woman in travail: for now shalt thou go forth out of the city, and thou shalt dwell in the field, and thou shalt go even to Babylon; there shalt thou be delivered; there the Lord shall redeem thee from the hand of thine enemies [Mic. 4:9–10].
This is so specific that I feel it could refer to nothing else but the Babylonian captivity which was coming to the southern kingdom. When Micah directs his remarks to the “daughter of Zion,” he refers to the southern kingdom of Judah. The word that interests me here is travail. Frankly, I can’t speak about travail firsthand. One half of the human family does not know what it is to travail in birth. Only the women know about that. The only thing I know about birth pangs is what I saw my own wife go through and what I have been told by others. Birth pains are frightful. They are something no person could bear for a long period of time. It has to be temporary.

The picture Micah gives us here is that of Nebuchadnezzar taking Jerusalem. He came to that city three times, and the third time he destroyed the temple area, left it in wrack and ruin, leveled the city, and burned it. The suffering of the people of Judah is described as a woman in travail, a woman with birth pangs. This had to be a brief period or the nation would not have continued to exist. That kind of trouble could not go on forever because the people could not have endured it. It would have been too frightful, too terrible. For this same reason the Great Tribulation Period must be brief. The Lord Jesus Christ made that clear: “And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened” (Matt. 24:22).

“Thou shalt go forth out of the city, and thou shalt dwell in the field, and thou shalt go even to Babylon.” When Nebuchadnezzar captured the city, the remaining inhabitants fled and tried to live in the fields. Eventually they were taken captive to Babylon.

Let me call your attention to the fact that Micah in these two verses is looking beyond the Assyrian captivity of Israel to the later captivity of Judah by Babylon. However, in the next breath he predicts deliverance: “There shalt thou be delivered; there the Lord shall redeem thee from the hand of thine enemies.” Although they shall be captives in Babylon, God will deliver them from there. We know from history that God did deliver them by the hand of Cyrus (see Isa. 44:28; 2 Chron. 36:22–23). The point that Micah is making here is that the travail and suffering of God’s people will end in joy.

The Distant Future
Now in this closing section Micah moves ahead to the far distant future, the time of the Great Tribulation and specifically to the final war, the War (not the battle) of Armageddon.
Now also many nations are gathered against thee, that say, Let her be defiled, and let our eye look upon Zion [Mic. 4:11].
“Many nations are gathered against thee”—the mention of many nations makes it clear that Micah has moved away from the Babylonian invasion and is speaking of something else here. The many nations gathered against Jerusalem are mentioned by several other prophets. For example: Joel 3; Zechariah 12 and 14; Ezekiel 38 and 39 all refer to the War of Armageddon during the Great Tribulation Period.

But they know not the thoughts of the Lord, neither understand they his counsel: for he shall gather them as the sheaves into the floor [Mic. 4:12].
“They know not the thoughts of the Lord, neither understand they his counsel.” They do not know what God is going to do. They are coming against Israel blindly, unaware that God is bringing them there for judgment.

Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion: for I will make thine horn iron, and I will make thy hoofs brass: and thou shalt beat in pieces many people: and I will consecrate their gain unto the Lord, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth [Mic. 4:13].
“Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion.” The nations of the world are as sheaves for the threshing floor, and Israel will do the threshing. Today Israel is a weak nation and absolutely dependent upon other nations, but in that day they are going to be dependent upon the Lord. Psalm 75:6 says, “For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south.” Psalm 75:7 goes on to say, “But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another.” In that day help for Israel will not come from the north (Russia), or from the south (Egypt), or from the west (Europe or the United States), or from the east (China and the Arab countries). Their help will come from the Lord who made heaven and earth.

These final three verses look forward to the war which concludes the Great Tribulation Period, the War of Armageddon.
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Micah 5

 1Now gather thyself in troops, O daughter of troops: he hath laid siege against us: they shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek. 

 2But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. 

 3Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth: then the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel. 

 4And he shall stand and feed in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth. 

 5And this man shall be the peace, when the Assyrian shall come into our land: and when he shall tread in our palaces, then shall we raise against him seven shepherds, and eight principal men. 

 6And they shall waste the land of Assyria with the sword, and the land of Nimrod in the entrances thereof: thus shall he deliver us from the Assyrian, when he cometh into our land, and when he treadeth within our borders. 

 7And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people as a dew from the LORD, as the showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men. 

 8And the remnant of Jacob shall be among the Gentiles in the midst of many people as a lion among the beasts of the forest, as a young lion among the flocks of sheep: who, if he go through, both treadeth down, and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver. 

 9Thine hand shall be lifted up upon thine adversaries, and all thine enemies shall be cut off. 

 10And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD, that I will cut off thy horses out of the midst of thee, and I will destroy thy chariots: 

 11And I will cut off the cities of thy land, and throw down all thy strong holds: 

 12And I will cut off witchcrafts out of thine hand; and thou shalt have no more soothsayers: 

 13Thy graven images also will I cut off, and thy standing images out of the midst of thee; and thou shalt no more worship the work of thine hands. 

 14And I will pluck up thy groves out of the midst of thee: so will I destroy thy cities. 

 15And I will execute vengeance in anger and fury upon the heathen, such as they have not heard.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 5
Theme: Prophecy of the first coming of Christ
This chapter continues the subject begun in chapter 4: prophesying future glory because of past promises. In chapter 4 we saw prophecies regarding the last days; now we shall see prophecies regarding the first coming of Christ.
Now gather thyself in troops, O daughter of troops: he hath laid siege against us: they shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek [Mic. 5:1].
In the Hebrew Scriptures this verse concludes chapter 4. Franidy, I feel that it belongs there, not here, and that it continues the thought of chapter 4 verse 9 regarding the Babylonian captivity. You will recall that Micah projects the horrors of the Babylonian invasion right on down to the “last days,” that is, to the Great Tribulation Period and the War of Armageddon. Now in the verse before us, he again picks up the thought of the Babylonian invasion.

“He hath laid siege against us” refers, I believe, to the siege of the Babylonian army against Jerusalem.

“They shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek.” There are those who take the position that the “judge” refers to the Lord Jesus Christ. However, in the Gospel record we read that they smote Him with their hands, not with a rod. Neither was Christ smitten in any siege. He was not smitten by a foreign enemy but by His own people. I do not believe that this can refer to the mistreatment of Christ at His first coming.

It seems obvious to me that the “judge of Israel” refers to the last king of the Davidic kingdom, Zedekiah. In 2 Kings 25:7 we read, “And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fetters of brass, and carried him to Babylon.” I believe that Micah is referring to the shameful treatment which Zedekiah received at that time. It denotes what looks to be the very end of the Davidic line. However, Zedekiah was not in the direct line. You will recall that Jehoiakim rebelled against the king of Babylon. He stood against him at first; then Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, took Jehoiakim into captivity. Then Jehoiachin was put on the throne. Later, he too was taken captive. In 2 Kings 24:15 we read, “And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the king’s mother, and the king’s wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the land, those carried he into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon.” This was the Davidic line which was carried into captivity, and out of this line came both Joseph and Mary, the mother of the Lord Jesus. Then Nebuchadnezzar put Zedekiah (the uncle of Jehoiachin) on the throne at Jerusalem. When he rebelled against Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar became tired of fooling with the line of kings at Jerusalem; so he took Zedekiah, slew all of his sons before his eyes, and carried him into captivity.

You might assume from this devastating experience that the Davidic line had come to an end and that the promise God made to David, that one was to come in his line who would reign forever, could never be fulfilled.

This brings us to a remarkable verse that is in contrast to all we have been considering.

Prophecy of the First Coming of Christ
Now this verse is part of the Christmas story; and, if you are not reading this during December, you may feel that you have chosen an inappropriate time. However, we can be almost sure that Jesus was not born on December 25. That day was chosen to try to identify His birth with the winter solstice. But it is more likely that He was born in the spring, because in December the shepherds would not be out on the hillsides with their sheep. The sheep would be sheltered in the caves which are located all along that area. Around a.d. 532 a calendar was set up, which is a reasonable facsimile of the one we use today. It was set up incorrectly for the number of days in the year, and that is why we have a leap year every now and then. In 1752 the calendar was jumped ahead eleven days. George Washington was not born on February 22; he was actually born on February 11. Therefore, a person could not be sure that Jesus Christ was born on December 25 even if all of the other circumstances fit into it. This raises a question about observing the Sabbath day, too. Which day is the Sabbath day? Actually, it is not important, nor is the exact day of Jesus’ birth important. The time of the year is immaterial. It is the place that is all important. Christ was born in Bethlehem. That is the historical fact. This fact has been authenticated by history.
But thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting [Mic. 5:2].
“But” is a little conjunction that presents the other side of the coin. “But thou, Bethlehem.” In spite of what happened to Zedekiah and the Davidic line—which went into captivity and finally returned to the land of Israel as peasants—the one in David’s line is coming.

“But thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah”—since there were two Bethlehems, the word ephratah, meaning “fruitful,” is added to distinguish between them. Micah named the place where Christ was to be born seven hundred years before He was born there. After seven hundred years, with so many intervening events, there was little likelihood that one in the line of David could be born in Bethlehem. It was almost entirely out of the question. The odds were against it. No members of the family of David were living in Bethlehem any longer. They were scattered. The Dispersion had driven them from the land. There was one family in the line of David living in Nazareth; yet Bethlehem must be the place where the Son of God was to be born, according to Micah. This prophecy was the sole basis on which the scribes directed the wise men to Bethlehem. The scribes quoted from the prophecy of Micah because they believed that it was the place where He would be born, although they didn’t believe it would be fulfilled at that time.

The circumstances which led up to the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem are so familiar to us that we may not realize how remarkable they were. The record in Luke’s Gospel gives us some of the details: Caesar Augustus signed the tax bill which moved Mary out of Nazareth. If that little donkey on which Mary rode had stumbled and Mary had fallen, Jesus would probably have been born somewhere along the route. But—I say this very carefully—that little donkey could not have stumbled, because seven hundred years earlier Micah had written that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem. The little donkey got her there on schedule; it was timed from eternity. It was more punctual and precise than any jet plane could be in our day.

“Out of thee shall he come forth unto me.” The words unto me indicate that this One was coming to do the will of the Father and to accomplish His plan.

“Whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.” His birth, the Incarnation, has to do with His humanity. He clothed Himself in humanity when He came to Bethlehem. But His existence was before His birth.

Isaiah, a contemporary of Micah, verifies this: “… Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). And he has more to say of this coming one: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given …” (Isa. 9:6). When Isaiah wrote “unto us,” he was not thinking of the United States; it was Israel that he had in mind. “A child is born”—that’s His humanity. “A son is given”—not born, because this speaks of His divinity. The “child” was born in Bethlehem, but the “Son” was “from everlasting.”

The psalmist mentions this: “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world. even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God” (Ps. 90:2). The Hebrew language expresses this very vividly: “from the vanishing point in the past to the vanishing point in the future, thou art God.” Just as far back as you can go in your thinking, He is God. He came out of eternity. He is the eternal Son of God.

In Proverbs 8:23 we find, “I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was.” “Set up” in this verse means “anointed” and could read, “I was anointed from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was.” The next two verses say, “When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth” (Prov. 8:24–25). Before there was any creation, He was God; yet into creation He came, at the appointed time, into a little out-of-the-way town, Bethlehem.

The Lord Jesus said, “I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father” (John 16:28). His goings forth have been of old. He is the everlasting God. He told the Pharisees, “… Before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58). Christ appeared many times in the Old Testament. Go back to the creation. In John 1:3 we read concerning Christ, “All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.” He was the Creator. In Colossians 1:16 we read this about our Lord, “For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him.” In the Garden of Eden He was the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day. He was the articulation of God. He was the Word of God. He was the communication from God to man. We find Him in pursuit of man throughout the Old Testament. He appeared to Moses in the burning bush. He said, “I have come down to deliver you.” He was the Redeemer. You see, what Micah is saying here is of tremendous significance. Although He was born in Bethlehem almost two thousand years ago, His goings forth have been from old, from everlasting.

We have been considering His preincarnation; now let’s look again at His incarnation, His humanity. When God came to Bethlehem, He got something He never had before, and that was the name of Jesus. He received a humanity, and Jesus was His human name. He was Jehovah. That is the name of deity. He is Jesus now, and He is a Savior. He came out of Bethlehem to save. Remember, the angels said to the shepherds, “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). Matthew 1:23 says, “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.” But His name was to be Jesus. He can’t be Jesus unless He is Emmanuel, which means “God with us.” He must be a man to take our place, to be our representative, to die a substitutionary death.

In the books of the prophets are many predictions about the coming of the Messiah which are totally unrelated and seem even to contradict each other. How could they all come to pass? Although Bethlehem was designated as Christ’s birthplace, connected with His birth we are told that there will be weeping in Ramah, a place north of Bethlehem. Also, He is to be called out of Egypt, and He is to be called a Nazarene. It seems utterly impossible for all of these prophecies to be true. How can they all fit into place? Well, Matthew gives the account and, without any strain on the circumstances, all of these things come together normally and naturally—let me change that to supernaturally. God was overruling.

As you can see, Micah 5:2 is a very remarkable verse, and we have only stayed on the surface of it.

Now we come to an interval which takes place between the time of Christ’s rejection and the time of His return as the King to rule on this earth.

Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth: then the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel [Mic. 5:3].
You may think that this verse still has reference to the birth of Christ. Well, it is true that it speaks of the fact that Mary travailed, but you can’t read this passage without realizing that it also refers to the nation of Israel. It speaks not only of their worldwide dispersion—they were scattered by the judgment of God—but of their travail. The Great Tribulation Period is the travail through which the nation must pass. “Then the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel.” The Jews will be regathered from their worldwide dispersion.

And he shall stand and feed in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth [Mic. 5:4].
Here the Lord Jesus is depicted as the Shepherd who feeds His flock. He is the Shepherd to the church, and He is also the Shepherd to the nation Israel. The One who was born in Bethlehem, the One who was rejected, will feed His flock. I can’t think of anything that sets Him forth more wonderfully than the figure of the shepherd. It speaks of His care, His protection, and His salvation. He is the Good Shepherd who will lay down His life for the sheep (see Ps. 22); He is the Great Shepherd who keeps His sheep even today (see Ps. 23); and He is the Chief Shepherd who is coming in glory (see Ps. 24). His entire ministry is set forth under the office of a shepherd.

And this man shall be the peace, when the Assyrian shall come into our land: and when he shall tread in our palaces, then shall we raise against him seven shepherds, and eight principal men [Mic. 5:5].
“The Assyrian,” as we find in the prophecy of Isaiah, sets forth the enemies that shall come up against the nation Israel in the last days. In Micah’s day the Assyrian was brutal, and he did take the northern kingdom into captivity.

“Then shall we raise against him seven shepherds, and eight principal men.” The two numbers seem to denote the fact of fullness and that God will make adequate provision for them. These two numbers carry that meaning in other instances (see Prov. 6:16; Eccl. 11:2).

And they shall waste the land of Assyria with the sword, and the land of Nimrod in the entrances thereof: thus shall he deliver us from the Assyrian, when he cometh into our land, and when he treadeth within our borders [Mic. 5:6].
“They shall waste the land of Assyria with the sword” continues the prediction of the last days when “the Assyrian” represents the confederacy of nations which will come against Israel at the end of the Tribulation Period. Israel, strengthened by their Shepherd, will not only repulse the attack but will carry the battle into enemy territory.

It is interesting to see how Micah completely sets forth Christ: first, as the One to be born in Bethlehem. When He was born on earth, He came in humility. We need to note that He humbled Himself (see Phil. 2:5–8). We don’t humble ourselves; sometimes some other people humble us, but Christ humbled Himself. There was an emptying on the part of Christ. Of what did He empty Himself? Not His deity. That little baby, reclining so helplessly on His mother’s bosom, could have spoken this universe out of existence. He is God of very God and man of very man, but He limited Himself. Self-limitation was something that He took willingly. We do not limit ourselves willingly. In fact, we expand ourselves. We are aggressive. We want to win. We want to be on top. Man is self-assertive. He is self-centered. He is selfish. But Jesus Christ is the Shepherd. He was born not in a royal city or in the capital, but in the insignificant town of Bethlehem—and in a stable. That is no place for a king to be born! When Christ came to earth, He emptied Himself of His glory. Second, Micah indicates that He is the eternal one “whose goings forth have been from … everlasting.” Third, Micah depicts Him as the Shepherd who came to die for His sheep and to watch over His own. And finally, when He comes again, He will be the Chief Shepherd, coming in might and power and glory to deliver His people.

And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people as a dew from the Lord, as the showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men [Mic. 5:7].
The dew and rain refer to the blessing the people of Israel will be among the nations.

And the remnant of Jacob shall be among the Gentiles in the midst of many people as a lion among the beasts of the forest, as a young lion among the flocks of sheep: who, if he go through, both treadeth down, and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver [Mic. 5:8].
This certainly does not depict the people of Israel in our day. Israel has been in a precarious position for years. But God promises that in the future, when Israel is obeying the Lord and is in fellowship with Him, He will make them the head and not the tail of the nations (see Deut. 28:13).

Thine hand shall be lifted up upon thine adversaries, and all thine enemies shall be cut off [Mic. 5:9].
In that day God is going to give them victory over their enemies.

And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord, that I will cut off thy horses out of the midst of thee, and I will destroy thy chariots [Mic. 5:10].
Now, just in case an amillennialist is applying this to some other time, Micah wants to make sure you realize that this will come to pass “in that day,” which is still future.

And I will cut off the cities of thy land, and throw down all thy strong holds [Mic. 5:11].
This is thought to mean that God will remove all the things on which Israel had leaned for support—horses and chariots and fortified cities. They won’t need them anymore, for their Messiah is bringing peace to earth.

And I will cut off witchcrafts out of thine hand; and thou shalt have no more soothsayers:
Thy graven images also will I cut off, and thy standing images out of the midst of thee; and thou shalt no more worship the work of thine hands [Mic. 5:12–13].
He is going to get rid of idolatry and false religion. They will worship only the living and true God.

And I will pluck up thy groves out of the midst of thee: so will I destroy thy cities [Mic. 5:14].
As we have seen, the “groves” were places of idol worship.

And I will execute vengeance in anger and fury upon the heathen, such as they have not heard [Mic. 5:15].
“The heathen” are the nations who are persecuting His people. The Messiah will bring blessing and peace to the remnant of Israel and to the remnant of the other nations of the world who turn to Him, but He will “execute vengeance in anger and fury upon the heathen”—this, I believe, refers to the Great Tribulation Period.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Micah 6

 1Hear ye now what the LORD saith; Arise, contend thou before the mountains, and let the hills hear thy voice. 

 2Hear ye, O mountains, the LORD's controversy, and ye strong foundations of the earth: for the LORD hath a controversy with his people, and he will plead with Israel. 

 3O my people, what have I done unto thee? and wherein have I wearied thee? testify against me. 

 4For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of servants; and I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 

 5O my people, remember now what Balak king of Moab consulted, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him from Shittim unto Gilgal; that ye may know the righteousness of the LORD. 

 6Wherewith shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before the high God? shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old? 

 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 

 8He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? 

 9The LORD's voice crieth unto the city, and the man of wisdom shall see thy name: hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it. 

 10Are there yet the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked, and the scant measure that is abominable? 

 11Shall I count them pure with the wicked balances, and with the bag of deceitful weights? 

 12For the rich men thereof are full of violence, and the inhabitants thereof have spoken lies, and their tongue is deceitful in their mouth. 

 13Therefore also will I make thee sick in smiting thee, in making thee desolate because of thy sins. 

 14Thou shalt eat, but not be satisfied; and thy casting down shall be in the midst of thee; and thou shalt take hold, but shalt not deliver; and that which thou deliverest will I give up to the sword. 

 15Thou shalt sow, but thou shalt not reap; thou shalt tread the olives, but thou shalt not anoint thee with oil; and sweet wine, but shalt not drink wine. 

 16For the statutes of Omri are kept, and all the works of the house of Ahab, and ye walk in their counsels; that I should make thee a desolation, and the inhabitants thereof an hissing: therefore ye shall bear the reproach of my people.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 6
Theme: Pleading present repentance because of past redemption
Chapter 6 begins Micah’s third and final message to the nations of the world and to Israel in particular. Although chapters 6 and 7 are one message, I have taken the privilege of dividing these last two chapters and of making a major division out of each one of them.
Pleading Present Repentance because of Past Redemption
Hear ye now what the Lord saith; Arise, contend thou before the mountains, and let the hills hear thy voice [Mic. 6:1].

This section begins as the other major sections of this book have begun: “Hear ye now what the Lord saith.” This is a call not only to the northern kingdom, but again I take it that it is also a call to the entire world to “hear.” God will now register His complaint against Israel. God has a contention with His people Israel, and from it we can learn great lessons.

“Arise, contend thou before the mountains, and let the hills hear thy voice.” This is an expression that we find several times in the writings of the prophets. This is actually a call to nature, a call, it says, to the mountains and to the hills. But I believe that there is also an application here that we see elsewhere in Scripture, too. A mountain represents a great kingdom, and a hill represents a lesser kingdom. I would say, therefore, that this is a call not only to nature but also to the nations of the world. In other words, here is a message which is applicable to all the nations of the world.

Hear ye, O mountains, the Lord’s controversy, and ye strong foundations of the earth: for the Lord hath a controversy with his people, and he will plead with Israel [Mic. 6:2].
“Hear ye, O mountains, the Lord’s controversy”—the nations of the world are to hear. “And ye strong foundations of the earth”—that is, the great peoples and nations of the world which have been in existence for thousands of years and yet have been far from God. God now gives a message to them.

“For the Lord hath a controversy with his people, and he will plead with Israel.” God has a controversy with His people, and He is actually calling them into court.

Then God does a very startling and surprising thing. When He goes into court, instead of immediately lodging a charge against them, He says, “What am I guilty of?” Can you imagine this condescension of Almighty God to little man down here on this earth!

O my people, what have I done unto thee? and wherein have I wearied thee? testify against me [Mic. 6:3].
In other words, God is saying to them, “Why have you turned from Me? Why have you rejected Me? What have I done to you?” We find this question again in the prophecy of Malachi, the last book of the Old Testament. After their captivity, the people returned to the land and became very blasé, very sophisticated. They forgot about the Babylonian captivity. The city of Jerusalem had been rebuilt, and they were enjoying prosperity again. When Malachi spoke to them, they said, “Well, to tell the truth, this going through the religious rituals is very boring indeed, and it’s wearisome.” I would more or less agree with them in that, but the problem was not with God—the problem was with them. Micah is going to be very specific here as to the real problem.

God had asked the people to testify against Him and to tell Him what He has done. Now He is going to tell them what He has done to them. What is it that God has done? Has He been ugly to them? Has He mistreated them? Did He take them down to the land of Egypt and leave them there and forget about them? He could have done that. He didn’t have to deliver them out of the land of Egypt, but He did deliver them. Listen to Him—

For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of servants; and I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam [Mic. 6:4].
“For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of servants.” They had been slaves, and God says, “I redeemed you. I didn’t do you wrong. I didn’t harm you, but I redeemed you. You were slaves, bending under the yoke of the taskmaster down in the land of Egypt, and there was no one to deliver you. You were not an attractive people; you were a slave people. You had dropped down to the lowest level of humanity, but I loved you and redeemed you out of the house of servants.”

“And I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.” God says, “I gave you leadership to lead you out of the land—Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.” It is interesting that Miriam is mentioned here. I would like to call to the attention of the women’s liberation movement the fact that God did not pass them by. Miriam was one of the leaders out of the land of Egypt. She was on a par with Aaron, but she was not on a par with Moses because Moses was the one that God had chosen. Actually, at one time, Miriam wanted to lead a rebellion against her own brother. When the people got out into the wilderness, Moses really took charge, for he was leading under God. But Miriam said, “Who is he to tell me anything? I remember when he was a little, bitty fellow and Mother and I took him down to the river and put him in the bullrushes because he would have been put to death by Pharaoh. I stayed at a distance, and I watched over him. Who does he think he is to tell me what to do?” I guess Miriam was the first women’s liberationist that we ever had. But she was a leader, and she was chosen of God. I have a notion that she had a real ministry with the women of Israel. Can you imagine the problems that would arise with the women and children on that wilderness march? There would be problems that Moses would not know too much about. So Miriam must have been a great help.

The people of Israel in Micah’s day complained that they were weary, tired of worshiping God. They said, “After all, what has He done for us?” So God went back and recited their history. God is pleading from His heart with these people—

O my people, remember now what Balak king of Moab consulted, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him from Shittim unto Gilgal; that ye may know the righteousness of the Lord [Mic. 6:5].
What we have here is the reminder of a very wonderful incident that goes back to the time when the children of Israel were ready to pass into the Promised Land. They had had to go all the way around Edom because Edom would not let them through their land. God led them around Edom, and then they came to Moab. The king of Moab at that time was Balak. Balak wanted to curse the children of Israel, and he hired the prophet Balaam who was a lover of money. Balaam was a hired preacher; yet he was a prophet who seemed to have information from God. God certainly spoke through him, but God finally judged him.

Balaam was called in by Balak to curse the children of Israel. “Balaam the son of Beor answered him from Shittim unto Gilgal.” Shittim was the last camping spot before they entered Moab after Balaam began his ministry against them. Gilgal was the first place they camped when they got into the Promised Land. I will not go back over each of the prophecies which Balaam gave but will only say that each time he could not curse Israel—God would not let him curse Israel.

Balak took Balaam up to a mountain, and as he looked down at the camp of Israel, Balaam said, “How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed? …” (Num. 23:8). God was not doing them evil; God was on their side. Now, if you had gone down into the camp, you would have found that they were not perfect—God was dealing with them and with their sin down there—but no enemy on the outside was going to find fault with them. The children of Israel did not know that there was an enemy trying to curse them and that God was protecting and defending them. Even old Balaam had to say, “How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed? I am not able to do it.” God did not permit them to be cursed (see Num. 22–24).

The wonderful thing for the child of God today is that we are told that we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the Righteous One (see 1 John 2:1). God deals with His children personally. I know that He has dealt with me and has done so severely. I am confident that the cancer which I had was a judgment of God upon me. I accept it as that from Him, and I thank Him for hearing prayers for my healing. But I am also very thankful that I have an Advocate, Jesus Christ the Righteous, who defends me. He is on my side; He is my Advocate. He is the one who says that I am His child, that I am in the family of God. He is not going to let anyone on the outside curse me.

May I say to you, this ought to answer the superstitious and wild views that are circulating today that God’s children can be demon possessed. However, I do believe that the Devil can oppress the child of God and give him a whole lot of trouble. He can certainly deceive you and make life miserable for you, but no demon is going to possess you if you are truly God’s child—because you have an Advocate. It does not matter who you are; if you are a child of God, He’s on your side, and He is defending you. When it seemed like the whole world had turned against him at one time, John Knox said, “One with God is a majority.” I am on the side of the majority. How about you? That is the important question.

God is telling His people here, “I have defended you. I defended you even when Balaam attempted to curse you.” Balak got disgusted with Balaam as he took him to the top of four mountains one by one, and Balaam could not curse Israel. But he did give some awful advice to Balak. He said, “Since you can’t curse them, and you can’t fight them, join them.” It’s the same old story, “If you can’t fight’em, join’em.” Balaam told the king of Moab, “Go down and intermarry with them.” And that is exactly what happened—and that introduced the idolatry of Moab among the people of Israel. All of this happened because of the advice of a false prophet.

I want to say something very carefully at this point. Today we are getting a whole lot of so-called marriage counseling from false “prophets.” I hear a great deal of it secondhand. My friend, much of it doesn’t happen to be scriptural. I know that it is based on pulling out a little verse here and a little verse there, and you can build quite a case that way. But may I say that the only thing which is going to make a marriage work is love. If you can look at her and say, “I love you,” and she can look back at you and say, “I love you,” then, my friend, the Word of God will give you all you need to solve your problems.

God reminds Israel that He is a righteous God, but He was defending them. He was on their side. And it is wonderful to have God on our side today.

In each chapter of this book we have found a wonderful, unusual passage, and we are coming now to another in verses 6–8 of this chapter. The liberals delight especially in verse 8, saying, “This is what pure religion is. This is the greatest statement in the Old Testament.” I rather agree with the liberals that it is a great statement, but I do not agree with them in the interpretation of it.

God has pleaded with these people to come back to Him, to repent of their gross negligence and sins, and to turn to Him. He has cited His redemption of them in the past, how He redeemed them out of the land of Egypt and brought them through the wilderness. Now the people have four questions that they ask, and they are good questions. The answer to them is all-important.

This is a very important passage of Scripture, because it has been used and abused by the liberals today probably more than any other passage. This is a wonderful section, but we need to be very careful to keep it in the context of what Micah is talking about here, especially as it relates to the Old Testament as a whole.

I am confident that every person who believes in a god wants to ask the question, “How am I going to approach him?” Unless you are an atheist, that has to be a question which would cross your mind. The pagan nations of the past and the heathen of the present have asked that question, and they have answered it. The pagan viewpoint is first of all revealed in their idols—they’re horrible looking. Their viewpoint is also revealed in the fact that when trouble comes they think he’s angry, and they’ve got to do something to appease him. Today that is even the viewpoint of the pagan and heathen in my own sophisticated, civilized country. The children of Israel here ask a question, and it is a legitimate question, one that the average man would ask.

Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the high God? shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old? [Mic. 6:6].
The people’s first question is: “Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the high God?” In other words, “What is wrong with God? Why is He displeased with us? We’re going through the rituals and the liturgy and the rites of religion. We are going through an outward form, and it is the form which He gave us to go through.” But God had also given them a relationship with Himself which they had lost.

Again, the question is: “Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the high God? What can I bring to God? What can I give Him? He’s way up yonder—I’m way down here. How am I going to reach Him? How am I going to communicate with Him? How am I going to make contact with Him? How will I please Him? And—how will I be saved?” The Philippian jailer, who was as pagan as they come, asked, “What must I do to be saved? How can I be right with God?” This is a good question. There is nothing wrong with the question.

The people’s second question is: “Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old?” God had required sacrifices of them. God had given them, in the first part of the Book of Leviticus, five offerings which they were to make, which were to be their approach to Him. So they asked the question, “Will it be adequate simply to go through the form of religion?” Man’s reasoning always degenerates down to one thing: “I have to do something for God. He wants me to do something.” May I say, this probably reveals the proud heart of man more than anything else. We want to do something for God. We feel very warm on the inside when we are generous and make a gift. The unsaved man says, “I go to church; in fact, I’m a church member. I give generously to the church. When they ask me to do something, I do it. I’m a civilized man; I don’t go around hitting people on the head. I’m considered a pretty good Joe. I’m a fellow that everybody likes. Now what in the world does God want of me? Shall I do something else? I feel like I should do something.”

You see, we have the whole thing backwards. We ask, “What must I do to be saved?” The people came to the Lord Jesus and asked, “… What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?” And the Lord Jesus said, “…This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent” (John 6:28–29). He is saying, “…Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved …” (Acts 16:31). That is the only work that God is asking you to do—believe. Faith is just about the opposite of works. Saving faith produces works, but it certainly does not originate salvation. Your works have nothing to do with your salvation. This is the second question of the children of Israel, and it is the normal question of man.

The people now ask a third question—

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? [Mic. 6:7].
“Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil?” Now that is really being generous! In other words, they ask, “Is it because we haven’t done enough for God? Should we do more for God to try to please Him?” We hear the same question asked today. Years ago I used to play volleyball with a wealthy man who was a member of the YMCA with me in Nashville, Tennessee. It was near Christmastime, and he told me, “I want you to know what my religion is. I believe in being generous. Every Christmas I give my employees a bonus, and I give to this cause and that cause and the other cause. I give to my church, too. Now what else could God ask of me?” In other words, “I go the second mile. I’m a big spender as far as the Lord is concerned. I’m doing all this—what else could He ask me to do?” This is the question: Is it that we need to be very generous in what we do? Is that our problem? Many folk express it this way: “Well, maybe I’m not doing enough. I just don’t feel like I’m right with God. I don’t seem to be doing enough.” These are sincere people; but because they are not saved, although they are church members, they feel that they need to do a little bit more than they are doing.

This line of thinking is something that the liberal preacher can work on; he can use a psychological approach. He can say, “Now look here, you folk are not doing enough.” And so the fellow digs down a little deeper in his pocket, especially if he is a man of means, and says, “I’ll give a little bit more. God will be tickled to death with that. My, He is sure going to be pleased with me.” Just like Little Jack Horner, man becomes pleased with himself and with what he does—

Little Jack Horner

Sat in the corner,

Eating of Christmas pie:

He put in his thumb,

And pulled out a plum,

And said, “What a good boy am I!”

There are a lot of church members who are pulling out a plum and saying, “God surely must want to pat me on the head for what I am doing!”

The fourth question the people of Israel ask is going the limit: “Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” This was very meaningful to these people because they were surrounded by pagan peoples who in their worship of Molech and Baal offered human sacrifices. There were instances when even Israel turned in this direction. Two of the most godless kings of the southern kingdom indulged in human sacrifices—old Ahaz and old Manasseh. These two godless men offered their own children as burnt offerings, but is that what God would ask?

I want to make it very clear that God never asked these people to offer a child as a human sacrifice. God did require that they give to Him the firstborn male of everything that was born to them, whether it be a cow, a sheep, an ox, or their son. But God made it very clear to them that He did not require human sacrifice.

There are many passages of Scripture on this, but I will have to confine myself to just a few which I feel are ample to illustrate my point. In the eighteenth chapter of Numbers, God gave to the people certain regulations and told them what He required of them. We read there, “Every thing that openeth the matrix in all flesh, which they bring unto the Lord, whether it be of men or beasts, shall be thine: nevertheless the firstborn of man shalt thou surely redeem, and the firstling of unclean beasts shalt thou redeem” (Num. 18:15). God claimed the firstborn, you see. God required that the firstborn male child belonged to Him, but redemption money, silver, was to be taken and paid for that firstborn. In other words, God would not accept a human sacrifice, and He also would not accept the sacrifice of an unclean animal. I think that is interesting—man is unclean.

We have the practice today of dedicating our children to the Lord, and I think that that is a very fine thing to do. It has been my privilege to dedicate several thousand children in my days as a pastor. Some of them have turned out wonderfully well. One mother brought her son to me at a seminary where I was speaking, and she said, “Dr. McGee, you dedicated him when he was an infant.” I thank the Lord that he has turned out well, but I have also dedicated some who have wound up in some of our best jails. It is nice to dedicate your child to the Lord, but that does not guarantee that he will turn out well.

In the Old Testament, God said, “You’re to redeem the child, put up redemption money for him. I will not take him now.” Why? He is like that unclean animal; he’s unclean. That is the reason that a woman who had brought a child into the world was unclean—she had brought an unclean thing into the world. David said, “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me” (Ps. 51:5). God doesn’t want a child until he is redeemed. We are going to have to wait until our child has received Jesus Christ as his Savior; when he does that, God can take that child and use him. God will not take him and use him until then.

In Exodus we read, “Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and of beast: it is mine” (Exod. 13:2). But then in Leviticus we find: “And thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through the fire to Molech, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the Lord” (Lev. 18:21). In other words, God said, “Do not offer a human sacrifice. Do not take your child and offer him as a human sacrifice. You would profane Me if you did that.”

People say to me, “I surely hope that your little grandson is going to follow in your footsteps and become a preacher. I am praying that he will do that.” I do not mean to be coldhearted, but I do not pray that way about my grandsons. In the best way that I can as a grandfather, I lift them to the Lord, and I have told the Lord that first of all I want them to be saved. Then I pray that the Lord will use them in whatever way He wills. If it is His will for one of them to be a pharmacist and roll pills, that would tickle me to death. If it is the Lord’s will for one to dig ditches, I’m going to be for that. You and I cannot take a little child who has our fallen nature and force him into Christian service. It simply won’t work; that’s not the way it is done, if you please.

He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? [Mic. 6:8].
Verse 8 is the joy and delight of liberals because they think that it presents a works religion, that it teaches that man can be saved by his works. What Micah is doing here is answering the questions of many sincere people in the northern kingdom of Israel who were in darkness, who had not been taught the Word of God. They wanted to know how to come before God. They wanted to know whether they should bring burnt offerings, whether they should bring many offerings, and whether they should offer even their own children as human sacrifices. Micah answers all of these questions: None of these things does God require. External religion without an internal experience, without reality on the inside, is absolutely valueless. There must be a rebirth, a new nature given to the individual. Externalities are not important—God never begins there. If you want to know what God takes delight in, what He requires of man, this verse will tell you. I want us to consider this verse carefully and in detail. Mr. Liberal, I insist that you interpret this accurately, and when you do, you will find that you are not saved by your good works because you do not have any good works.

“He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good.” We notice first of all that this is addressed to man. This means not only the man in Israel but also the man in the United States, not only the person of the seventh century b.c. but also the person of the twentieth century a.d. This is for mankind.

These are the three things that God requires: (1) You are “to do justly”—that is, you must have a righteousness to present to God, you must be a righteous person. You are to be just in your dealings with your fellow man; you are to be honest and true. (2) You are “to love mercy.” You are not only to love the mercy of God but also to be merciful in your own dealings with others. And (3) you are “to walk humbly with thy God.”

How are you going to do these things, brother? Can you do them in your own strength? Do you think that you can do them without God’s help? Do you think that you can do them without God’s salvation? If you do, (I’m going to say something very strong, but I’m far enough away from you that you cannot hit me), you are a hypocrite! Don’t tell me that you live by this moral code without the power of God. You cannot, for the very simple reason that all of these are the fruit of the Holy Spirit. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law” (Gal. 5:22–23). All three of these things which Micah lists are the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer. None of us has any one of these things in his life today.

Let’s turn to the New Testament and see what is said there concerning this. Listen to a man who lived under the Law. In the fifteenth chapter of Acts, when the apostles were deciding whether the Gentiles would have to keep the Law in order to be saved, Simon Peter stood up and said, “But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they” (Acts 15:11). Why did he say that? Because he had just said in Acts 15:10, “Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?” Simon Peter said, “I lived under the law” (and I don’t think he ever got very far away from it even after he was saved), “yet I did not measure up to it.”

God has made this very clear through the words of the apostle Paul also: “For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you …” (Rom. 8:5–9, italics mine).

My friend, how does the Spirit of God dwell in you? The Lord Jesus said, “… Ye must be born again” (John 3:7). You must be born again by receiving Christ. “But as many as received him, to them gave he power [the right, the authority, the exousian power] to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name” (John 1:12).

In Romans 3:9–18 the apostle Paul sets before us the condition of man. He brings man before the judgment bar of God and shows that he is guilty. Then Paul takes man into the clinic of God and shows that he is sick, sick nigh unto death—in fact, he is “… dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1, italics mine). No man, therefore, whoever he is, can present these things to God. God requires righteousness, but we cannot meet that standard. Paul says, “… There is none righteous, no, not one” (Rom. 3:10). Someone says, “Well, that is in the New Testament.” My friend, all that Paul is doing in this section of Romans is quoting the Old Testament. In Psalm 14:1 we find, “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.” This is what God says about you. But God also says that He requires righteousness. How are you going to be able to present it to Him, my friend?

Paul goes on to say in Romans 3:11: “There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.” In other words, there is none that acts even on the knowledge that he has. Do you, if you are not a Christian, really live up to your ideals? Have you attained the goal that you have set? Have you come to the plateau in life where you are satisfied with your living? May I say to you, none of us even act on the knowledge which we have—“there is none that seeketh after God.” Again, this idea is found in the Old Testament in Psalm 14:2–3: “The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God. They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one.”

I could multiply from the Old Testament such statements again and again. Righteousness is what God requires, but the Old Testament makes it very obvious that we cannot present our righteousness to God—because we don’t have any. Since God requires righteousness, there must be a change in the life because there is none righteous. We are told that Jesus was “… delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification” (Rom. 4:25, italics mine). The Lord Jesus was raised for our righteousness, that we might have righteousness, that by the Spirit of God we might produce righteousness in our lives.

The “love of mercy”—we do not have that in our human hearts. We are dead in trespasses and sins. Paul says, “They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one” (Rom. 3:12). This is the picture of man; this is the way that man is today. The same point is presented to us by Isaiah: “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6). Evidently, “us all” have iniquity, or Isaiah would not have made a statement like that.

Therefore, let’s not be hypocritical when we come to this verse in Micah that tells us that we are to walk humbly with our God. None seeketh after God; instead, we want to come to Him our way.

I want to say this in all kindness, but I trust that it might startle some and awaken them out of their condition today. If you believe that your church membership or your character or your good works are going to get you to God, then may I say that you are bypassing God’s way. The Lord Jesus said, “… I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). If you can get to God by this route presented here—by doing justly, by loving mercy, and by walking humbly with God—and you can do that on your own, when you get to heaven, you can tell God to move over. You can tell Him that you want to share His throne with Him, that you got there by yourself, that you didn’t need Him since you are your own god. But, my friend, God says that He does not share His glory with another, and I do not think He will share His throne with you. So why don’t you come God’s way and not man’s way?

Doing justly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with God are things which God requires. Who are you kidding when you claim that you do these things in your natural state? My, how verses like this, when held up to the human family, show us what we really are like! Some commend themselves for being polite and nice folk, especially on Sundays when they seem so genteel and loving—and yet they have never come to God His way. How can you continue on and on in a hypocrisy like that? Why not be honest with God? Just come right out with it, go to Him, and tell Him that you are a sinner. He already knows it, but it would be nice if you told Him. Instead of climbing onto a psychiatrist’s couch and talking to him, talk to God. Tell Him the thing that is wrong with you. Tell Him about your hangups. Tell Him about the sin in your life. God wants to save you, my friend. God wants to forgive your sins and give you the righteousness of Christ.

Having presented to these people what God requires, Micah is now going to show them how far they have fallen short of it. The reason that God will judge them is because of their willful and continual sinning.

The Lord’s voice crieth unto the city, and the man of wisdom shall see thy name: hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it [Mic. 6:9].
“The Lord’s voice crieth unto the city.” We have seen that Micah has been directing his prophecies largely to the urban areas, to the cities. His writing reveals that he is a very sophisticated writer. He was in the know; he belonged to the upper echelon. He is in contrast to Amos who said, “I’m no prophet. I’m just a gatherer of sycamore fruit. I’m a farmhand, just a country boy who has come to town.” But Amos happened to be God’s man. Micah is God’s man too, but a different type of man from Amos—he is crying to the city.

“And the man of wisdom shall see thy name: hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it.” The rod is for judgment. We read in the second psalm, “Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel” (Ps. 2:9). The rod represents the judgment of God. Judgment is coming upon this nation. The man of wisdom—that is, the man in that day who believed God and who would listen—would recognize that judgment was coming upon the nation and would act accordingly. The voice of God is lifted, and He speaks forth in judgment. The man is a wise man who sees the dealings of God which reveal His righteous character as well as the fact that He is longsuffering, patient, and will pardon iniquity. But God also punishes, and the rod is the badge of His authority as the judge who will judge.

There was still sin in the nation, and Micah is now going to reveal these sins specifically; he is going to spell them out.

Are there yet the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked, and the scant measure that is abominable? [Mic. 6:10].
“Treasures of wickedness” refers to the wealth they had accumulated in their unjust dealings.

Shall I count them pure with the wicked balances, and with the bag of deceitful weights? [Mic. 6:11].
Many of these people were coming into the temple, bringing a sacrifice, going through the outward ceremony, and saying that they were doing justly and loving mercy. But what were they doing during the week? God says, “Shall I count them pure with the wicked balances?” I tell you, the butchers in that day were weighing their thumbs—and some butchers had thumbs worth several drachmas! Businessmen were dishonest in their business dealings. He says, “And with the bag of deceitful weights?” They were absolutely crooked. They were avaricious, they were covetous, and they were greedy; yet they tried to pass themselves off as religious folk.

For the rich men thereof are full of violence, and the inhabitants thereof have spoken lies, and their tongue is deceitful in their mouth [Mic. 6:12].
The rich were guilty of violence; they were liars. They were deceitful—you could not believe them.

Is this not a picture today of my own nation? Is this not a picture of this wonderful land in which you and I live? We cannot believe the news media today. We cannot believe the politicians, no matter what their party affiliation. It’s a day when it is difficult to believe businessmen. It is difficult to believe those in the military leadership. We are living in a nation today where most of us little folk are confused—we don’t know whom to believe. This was the situation in Israel in Micah’s day, and God did not approve of it. In fact, this is one of the things that brought the nation down and brought the judgment of God upon them.

I want to say this very carefully but clearly because I love my country and I hate to see what is happening to it today. I have taught for years that the United States would have to go down at the end of this age for the very simple reason that we are not mentioned in Bible prophecy. We are a world power today, but will we be tomorrow? It seems that we are going down very fast. At the time that I am writing this, things look very dark in this land. An energy crisis has come upon us. It didn’t come suddenly; it has been coming for many years. A few of us have been crying out that America is going to be judged. We are apparently moving into that orbit today. Many warned years ago after World War II that oil should have been brought out of the Middle East at that time and that we should never have used our own reserves. But because of greed (it was called “good business” because it was making money), we went into an age of affluence and plenty, and we really left God out. And He is pretty much left out of our national affairs today. There has been no mention, at the time that I am writing this, that we need to turn to God in this emergency in which we find ourselves.

The northern kingdom of Israel in Micah’s day was in the same condition in which we are today, and God brought judgment upon them. Although they were His chosen people as a nation, He brought judgment upon them.

Therefore also will I make thee sick in smiting thee, in making thee desolate because of thy sins [Mic. 6:13].
In effect, God says, “First of all, I am going to start taking the oil away from you, but I’m not going to stop there. You’re going to find that you will run short on many things before I am through judging you.”

Thou shalt eat, but not be satisfied; and thy casting down shall be in the midst of thee; and thou shalt take hold, but shalt not deliver; and that which thou deliverest will I give up to the sword [Mic. 6:14].
God says in effect, “You will no longer be able to enjoy all of these things that you have enjoyed, all these little goodies that you have had. Shortages and eventual famine will come. Attempts to remove your wealth to a safe place will be fruitless—the enemy will get it.”

Thou shalt sow, but thou shalt not reap; thou shalt tread the olives, but thou shalt not anoint thee with oil; and sweet wine, but shalt not drink wine [Mic. 6:15].
The enemy would take them from their land—take them to Assyria as captives.

God intended to cut them down but to cut them down gradually. That, of course, would give them an opportunity to turn to Him. The next chapter will make it clear that God would have pardoned them anytime that they would have turned to Him. But, my friend, you must turn to Him, for God will judge sin.

The people of Israel were going through the externalities of religion, but internally they were far from God. There was dishonesty in their business dealings. There was impurity in their lives. There was violence. There was lying and deceit. Every kind of flagrant sin was committed. And God cannot bless a people or a nation that engages in these things.

For the statutes of Omri are kept, and all the works of the house of Ahab, and ye walk in their counsels; that I should make thee a desolation, and the inhabitants thereof an hissing: therefore ye shall bear the reproach of my people [Mic. 6:16].
A question would naturally be asked by a new reader of this: “Who in the world is Omri, and who in the world is Ahab? I have never heard of them before. Why is God saying what He is saying about them?” Such a question demonstrates the need for a different approach to the study of the Old Testament which I have for many years thought would be most helpful. I would suggest that when you study the historical books of the Old Testament, also consider the prophetic book or books that correspond to the same time period as the historical book. For example, that would mean that Micah should be studied along with the historical account of the reigns of Hezekiah in the southern kingdom and of Ahab and Jezebel in the northern kingdom. If the historical books were considered along with the prophetic books, they would give you a complete picture. I had hoped to introduce this approach when I was head of the English Bible department at the Bible Institute of Los Angeles years ago, but I never got around to it.

However, if we will now turn to the historical book of 1 Kings, it will shed some light on this verse here in Micah. Omri was one of the kings in the northern kingdom; in fact, he was one of the meanest. Omri and Zimri, then Tibni, reigned as rival kings until both died, and Omri prevailed to rule over the entire northern kingdom. In 1 Kings 16:24 we read: “And he bought the hill Samaria of Shemer for two talents of silver, and built on the hill, and called the name of the city which he built, after the name of Shemer, owner of the hill, Samaria.” That city is called Samaria to this day, and the ruins of the city which Omri built are still there. But Omri is not really the one who developed the city. After the death of Omri, Ahab came to the throne. We read further: “So Omri slept with his fathers, and was buried in Samaria: and Ahab his son reigned in his stead.… And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord above all that were before him” (1 Kings 16:28, 30). Now that was something, let me tell you, but one of the reasons he was able to do that was because he had a great little helper in his wife, Jezebel. “And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and worshipped him” (1 Kings 16:31). Ahab and Jezebel made the worship of Baal the religion of Israel!

“The statutes of Omri are kept, and all the works of the house of Ahab.” Instead of following the statutes of the Lord, they followed the statutes of Omri and Ahab. They rejected the Word of the Lord and walked in their counsels instead. Now in Micah’s day, almost two hundred years later, the effect and influence of their evil reigns are apparent.

We see the same effect evident in our own day. The leadership of any nation, if that nation is to prosper under God, must be godly. People like to criticize Queen Victoria and the Victorian Era in England—even the English ridicule it. However, I think it should be said that that happens to have been the greatest period in their history—that is when they had an empire. Victoria was Empress of India; she ruled an empire. Today Great Britain has really been cut down to size, for their leadership since then has not been what it should have been.

When Princess Anne was married, I rejoiced in watching the ceremony. Tears came into our eyes as my wife and I watched it on television, for in the ceremony there was a restoration of the sacredness of marriage. Since that example came from the leadership, I am sure that it had an influence.

My own country has not had a very good example set by either the White House or the Congress in a long, long time. My lifetime pretty much spans this century, and may I say, the example emanating from Washington has not been good. As a result, gross immorality has spread throughout this nation. I do believe, because of this verse here, that God would say that He holds the leaders of our nation during this century responsible for plunging the country into gross immorality through the example which they have set.

Micah presents God’s philosophy of government. This is not being taught in any of our universities—that is part of our problem also. As a result, we’re not really getting the facts, and our nation continues to decay and deteriorate. We will continue to do so unless a great revival should come to our land, but there is certainly no evidence at the present time that it will come.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Micah 7

 1Woe is me! for I am as when they have gathered the summer fruits, as the grapegleanings of the vintage: there is no cluster to eat: my soul desired the firstripe fruit. 

 2The good man is perished out of the earth: and there is none upright among men: they all lie in wait for blood; they hunt every man his brother with a net. 

 3That they may do evil with both hands earnestly, the prince asketh, and the judge asketh for a reward; and the great man, he uttereth his mischievous desire: so they wrap it up. 

 4The best of them is as a brier: the most upright is sharper than a thorn hedge: the day of thy watchmen and thy visitation cometh; now shall be their perplexity. 

 5Trust ye not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a guide: keep the doors of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy bosom. 

 6For the son dishonoureth the father, the daughter riseth up against her mother, the daughter in law against her mother in law; a man's enemies are the men of his own house. 

 7Therefore I will look unto the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear me. 

 8Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the LORD shall be a light unto me. 

 9I will bear the indignation of the LORD, because I have sinned against him, until he plead my cause, and execute judgment for me: he will bring me forth to the light, and I shall behold his righteousness. 

 10Then she that is mine enemy shall see it, and shame shall cover her which said unto me, Where is the LORD thy God? mine eyes shall behold her: now shall she be trodden down as the mire of the streets. 

 11In the day that thy walls are to be built, in that day shall the decree be far removed. 

 12In that day also he shall come even to thee from Assyria, and from the fortified cities, and from the fortress even to the river, and from sea to sea, and from mountain to mountain. 

 13Notwithstanding the land shall be desolate because of them that dwell therein, for the fruit of their doings. 

 14Feed thy people with thy rod, the flock of thine heritage, which dwell solitarily in the wood, in the midst of Carmel: let them feed in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of old. 

 15According to the days of thy coming out of the land of Egypt will I shew unto him marvellous things. 

 16The nations shall see and be confounded at all their might: they shall lay their hand upon their mouth, their ears shall be deaf. 

 17They shall lick the dust like a serpent, they shall move out of their holes like worms of the earth: they shall be afraid of the LORD our God, and shall fear because of thee. 

 18Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy. 

 19He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. 

 20Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 7
Theme: Pardoning all iniquity because of who God is and what He does; closing prayer; God’s answer; paean of praise
Pardoning All Iniquity Because of Who God Is and What He Does
In the first nine verses of chapter 7, the prophet Micah confesses that God is accurate in His complaint against Israel. The charge and the accuracy of it touch the heart of the prophet. He is not unfeeling. He is moved and motivated by the judgment which is coming upon his people. We have in this first section, therefore, a soliloquy of sorrow, a saga of suffering, a wail of woe, an elegy of eloquent grief.
Woe is me! for I am as when they have gathered the summer fruits, as the grapegleanings of the vintage: there is no cluster to eat: my soul desired the firstripe fruit [Mic. 7:1].
Micah begins in a very personal way—he says, “Woe is me!” He is not only very personal, but he is also affected a great deal by God’s message which he has relayed, just as Jeremiah was. He is overwhelmed by it. He is grieved by it. He finds no delight in saying these things. There is no fun today in my saying things that are rather pessimistic about the United States. A great many people will not agree with me about them. They will rebuke me for not being patriotic and for not showing a love for my country. My friend, I love my country as much as the normal American loves his country. I find no joy in saying these things. I wish that I could make an announcement to say, “Friends, a great revival is breaking out across this land!” That would be good news, and that would be wonderful, but I just have to say along with Micah, “Woe is me!”

“For I am as when they have gathered the summer fruits, as the grapegleanings of the vintage: there is no cluster to eat: my soul desired the firstripe fruit.” Remember that in Scripture the vine is used to picture the nation Israel. Micah’s contemporary, Isaiah, is the one who enlarged upon this and set this forth (see Isa. 5). He said very clearly that Israel is the vine and the vine is Israel. Micah looked about at his nation and said, “I’ve looked for a good cluster of grapes, and there are none on the vine. I desired the firstripe fruit, and there was none. The vine is not producing fruit.”

Micah is going to deal now with the specifics—

The good man is perished out of the earth: and there is none upright among men: they all lie in wait for blood; they hunt every man his brother with a net [Mic. 7:2].
It is not safe to walk on the streets of our country—today lawlessness abounds. It does seem that the good man is perished; yet there are a lot of wonderful people left in this nation of ours. I am sure there were godly people left in Israel also, but Micah is speaking generally. The good man is not the ideal, and he’s not the one in the majority. “The good man is perished out of the earth.”

That they may do evil with both hands earnestly, the prince asketh, and the judge asketh for a reward; and the great man, he uttereth his mischievous desire: so they wrap it up [Mic. 7:3].
“That they may do evil with both hands earnestly.” They are not satisfied to do evil in just a minor way with one hand—they are going at it with both hands. Believe me, doing evil really kept them busy.

“The prince asketh, and the judge asketh for a reward.” They were doing evil for a reward. They were not only willing to stoop to do the thing that was wrong, but they did it also because of greed and covetousness on their part. “The prince…and the judge”—there was crookedness in government, you see. You would expect the prince and the judge to rule justly and righteously, but that was not the picture.

“And the great man, he uttereth his mischievous desire.” The writers of our literature are clever writers today. I watch a great deal of television in order to keep up with what is going on in this world. I find that everything that is presented by our writers has a little hook in it. There’s that little hook of liberalism, that little hook of immorality, that little hook of ridicule of the things we have considered sacred in this country. And it is all done in the name of the sacred cow of the freedom of the press and the freedom of speech. But there is very little freedom of religion today, unless it is weird and way out in left field somewhere and not that which is Bible-centered and Bible-anchored. We need a bibliocentric thrust in this nation of ours today.

The best of them is as a brier: the most upright is sharper than a thorn hedge: the day of thy watchmen and thy visitation cometh; now shall be their perplexity [Mic. 7:4].
Even the best people were like a brier—you had to be careful. You can get stuck with a brier, you know, if you’re not careful with it. That was the condition of even the best people in Micah’s day—you couldn’t depend on them. “The best of them is as a brier: the most upright is sharper than a thorn hedge.”

Our writers are clever and sophisticated today, but we have no geniuses writing, just clever boys. They write clever plays. They say clever things. They write clever articles. But there are no geniuses. They write nothing of depth, nothing that is actually worthwhile. I believe that God will do with our contemporary culture what He did with Israel in that day and what He did later on with the Greek and Roman cultures. He simply wiped them off the face of the earth. Why preserve it? What is being done today that has eternal value? Oh, my friend, what a parallel there is here, and how accurate Micah is!

“The day of thy watchmen and thy visitation cometh; now shall be their perplexity.” The Lord Jesus said, “And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring” (Luke 21:25). In other words, one thing that would characterize the end of the age is perplexity of nations, confusion of nations. The biggest sign that we are near the end of the age is not found in Israel. Israel is not a sign. We are living in the church age today. We don’t need to look for a day, we need to look at a weather report: the sea and the waves roaring, the storms breaking upon the earth, and the nations seething—that is the picture that God’s Word presents of the nation in the last days.

Micah has been telling out the difficulty that these people were having, the sin that was in their lives. The lovely statement that was made back in Micah 6:8 was: “He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” The people just were not doing it, and they found that they could not do it. As Peter said, “We were under the yoke of the law. Our forefathers didn’t keep it, and we cannot keep it today” (see Acts 15:10). Yet there are a great many people going to church, thinking they are saved by their own good works and are acceptable to God on the basis of what they do. There is no hypocrisy like that kind of hypocrisy! The people living back yonder under the Law might be excused for thinking that, but we have an open Bible which makes clear to us that we are saved only by the grace of God.

Trust ye not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a guide: keep the doors of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy bosom [Mic. 7:5].
This reveals something of the awful condition that existed in that day, and it has been true pretty much of all the so-called civilizations of this world. It is a big, mean world outside. We need to recognize this, especially if we are to take a stand for God. The Lord Jesus said, “Think not that I am come to send peace on earth:I came not to send peace, but a sword” (Matt. 10:34). As long as there is evil in the world, there will be a conflict and a war between that which is of the flesh and that which is of the Spirit, between light and darkness, between good and evil.

I generally get up very early in the morning because I like to do my studying at home early. I get up while it is still dark, and my study is where I can look out toward the east. It is interesting to watch how the darkness wrestles with the light until finally the sun comes bursting over the horizon and the darkness then vanishes. There is always that period of dawn when it would seem that the darkness is wrestling with the light. The same thing takes place in the evening at dusk when again darkness wants to take over. There is that kind of a spiritual struggle going on in the world.

The Lord Jesus went on to say in Matthew, “For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household” (Matt. 10:35–36). You will not be able to trust your own family. Micah says, “Trust ye not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a guide: keep the doors of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy bosom.” Over the years I have heard of many such instances—and it works both ways, of course—when a wife has not been able to trust her husband, and a husband has not been able to trust his wife.

We live in a day when the word of man seems to carry less value than it ever has before. You cannot believe what you read, and you cannot believe what you hear on radio or on television. The child of God should test everything. I say this very candidly: test every radio program you listen to by the Word of God. Test my Bible-teaching broadcast; test them all. You will be wise if you do this because the human nature is not to be trusted.

For the son dishonoureth the father, the daughter riseth up against her mother, the daughter in law against her mother in law; a man’s enemies are the men of his own house [Mic. 7:6].
Notice that this is exactly what the Lord Jesus said will come, and it had come in Micah’s day also. When this sort of a situation arises, it is a day of decadence, a day of deterioration, a day of decay. It is a day that is very dark, by the way. We live in a day like that. We have gotten to the place where government is having to watch everything. But who is going to watch government? They need watching also. Whom can you trust? In whom can you believe today? We are living at a very sad time in the history of the world. This verse reveals the condition of that day of Micah’s grief. This is not something to boast of, not something to rejoice in. It is something to be deplored, something which should grieve your heart and my heart.

Therefore I will look unto the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear me [Mic. 7:7].
We see here the confidence and the assurance and the faith of Micah. He knows that God is going to hear him, and he knows that God will work this thing out. The Lord Jesus said that there would be distress of nations, the sea and the waves would roar, and the nations of the world would be in great turmoil. But it does not matter how dark it is today and how high the waves are rolling—these things ought not to disturb the child of God, they ought not to detour us. For the Lord Jesus said, “Men’s hearts [will be] failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken…. And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh” (Luke 21:26, 28). Micah says, “Therefore I will look unto the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear me.” These are the days when God’s children need to stay very close to God, and we need to stay close to the Word of God.

Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me [Mic. 7:8].
This is a great principle that we find running through the Scriptures. Though God’s man may fall, God will raise him up. When we sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light for us. God’s people, again may I repeat this, must stay close to the Word of God in dark and difficult days.

Now in verse 9, on behalf of his people, Micah makes a confession to God, or as The New Scofield Reference Bible has labeled it, “submission to the Lord.” There is sweet submission here and, in spite of the darkness, there is on his lips a praise to God. He has just said to the enemy, “Don’t you rejoice against me. God is going to lift me up, and then I will be able to rejoice. Though I sit in darkness, the Lord is going to be a light unto me.” Micah had the confidence that God would deliver him and would deliver his people.

I will bear the indignation of the Lord, because I have sinned against him, until he plead my cause, and execute judgment for me: he will bring me forth to the light, and I shall behold his righteousness [Mic. 7:9].
Micah is making a public confession of the sin of the people. What confidence this man has! He submits himself to the will of God. That should be the position of every child of God in this dark hour in the history of the world. What is it that we should do? Well, there is one thing that is sure: God has permitted all things to happen, and He is still in control. Therefore we should submit ourselves to God. We should confess our sins and keep our accounts with God right up to date and make sure that we have settled every account with Him. This is the thing that is all-important.

Notice that Micah says, “I will bear the indignation of the Lord.” Why? “Because I have sinned against him.” My friend, we as a nation have sinned. You have sinned; I have sinned. We have gone along with this affluent society and have accepted its comforts. We have rather smiled at the lack of integrity that there is in public life, and we have shut our eyes to the gross immorality that is around us. It is time that some of us are confessing our sin.

“Until he plead my cause, and execute judgment for me.” God will use the “rod” of Assyria to punish His children for their sins, but afterward He will restore them and bring them “forth to the light.” Then they will “behold his righteousness”—they will realize that God was just in punishing them.

Then she that is mine enemy shall see it, and shame shall cover her which said unto me, Where is the Lord thy God? mine eyes shall behold her: now shall she be trodden down as the mire of the streets [Mic. 7:10].
God will ultimately triumph, but the thing that is tragic is that, because of the sins of the people, they must be judged. Their enemy asks the question: “You boasted of the fact that you serve God, but where is He? Why doesn’t He help you? Why doesn’t He deliver you? You have said that He would.” Well, the enemy could not see the righteousness of God. He did not see that God was dealing with His people in a righteous way by judging them.

After God restores His people, He will punish the nations that abused them and attempted to annihilate them—then they shall “be trodden as the mire of the streets.”

Since the Assyrian captivity lay ahead of the people of Israel, the “enemy” is interpreted as the nation of Assyria; yet the following two verses indicate that a later and final enemy is also in view.

Micah has predicted the destruction of Israel’s enemies and now turns to Israel’s restoration. The nation of Israel is likened to a vineyard in several passages of Scripture. Notice especially Isaiah’s song of the vineyard (see Isa. 5:1–7). The walls Micah speaks of are the walls around a vineyard.

In the day that thy walls are to be built, in that day shall the decree be far removed [Mic. 7:11].
In the early days of their history, the people of Israel were sent by God down to Egypt to become a nation. Then God hedged them into the land of Palestine, gave them the Law, made them a peculiar people, and kept them from intermarrying with other folk. Then, because of their sin, God sent them into Assyrian and Babylonian captivity. They had a ministry to the world, both at the time of the containment and then again when they were scattered throughout the world.

In that day also he shall come even to thee from Assyria, and from the fortified cities, and from the fortress even to the river, and from sea to sea, and from mountain to mountain [Mic. 7:12].
As we have seen in chapter 4, during the millennial kingdom all nations shall come to Zion—even their former enemy, Assyria. “And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem” (Mic. 4:2).

However, Micah reminds them that before this time of blessing, punishment lies before them.

Notwithstanding the land shall be desolate because of them that dwell therein, for the fruit of their doings [Mic. 7:13].
You see, the land and the people are pretty well tied together. That land was not always desolate as it is today. When the blessing of God comes upon the people, it will also come again upon that land—but it has not yet come upon them.

Closing Prayer
Now Micah in a very wonderful way commits his people to the Shepherd’s care—
Feed thy people with thy rod, the flock of thine heritage, which dwell solitarily in the wood, in the midst of Carmel: let them feed in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of old [Mic. 7:14].
“Feed thy people with thy rod, the flock of thine heritage.” In Micah 6:9 the rod was a rod of judgment; here it is a rod of comfort. “…thy rod and thy staff they comfort me” (Ps. 23:4). I think it simply refers to the staff of the shepherd which could be used in two ways: it could be used to protect and help the sheep, and it could also be used to discipline the sheep. “Feed thy people with thy rod”—God disciplines us, and He instructs us.

“Which dwell solitarily in the wood, in the midst of Carmel: let them feed in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of old.” These are great grazing lands up in the north and across the Jordan River.

Micah has come to God in beautiful submission and in confession of sin—confession of his sins and of the sins of the people. The prophets always identified themselves with the people in any confession of sin. (We do it a little differently; we like to confess the sin of the other fellow while we try to leave ours out.)

God’s Answer
God gives an answer to the prayer of the prophet. There has always been some question as to what this passage makes reference to, but it is the consensus of most expositors that it looks to the future and to the day when the Lord Jesus will come to set up His kingdom.
According to the days of thy coming out of the land of Egypt will I shew unto him marvellous things [Mic. 7:15].
God led Israel out of Egypt by miracle, but He did not bring them out of Babylon by miracle. No miracles are mentioned in connection with that, although their return to the land was a wonderful thing. It was the deliverance out of Egypt that was miraculous, and God says here that that will be the pattern for the day when He again brings them into the land. We have not seen anything like that in their present-day return to the land. We ought to recognize, therefore, that God has not yet fulfilled this prophecy.

The nations shall see and be confounded at all their might. they shall lay their hand upon their mouth, their ears shall be deaf [Mic. 7:16].
When God begins again to move them back into the land, the world will stand in amazement, just as the peoples round about them did at the time of their exodus from Egypt. You remember the confession of the harlot, Rahab: “For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more courage in any man, because of you: for the Lord your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath” (Josh. 2:10–11). The word has gotten around as to how God had taken care of His people.

They shall lick the dust like a serpent, they shall move out of their holes like worms of the earth: they shall be afraid of the Lord our God, and shall fear because of thee [Mic. 7:17].
This refers to the godless nations which have attempted to destroy Israel. In that day when He comes to deliver Israel, “they shall be afraid of the Lord our God, and shall fear because of thee.”

Paean of Praise
Micah waxes eloquent now, and he asks a question—
Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy [Mic. 7:18].
We will discuss this verse at length in a moment, but Micah goes on here to say that because of who God is, this is what He will do—

He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.
Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old [Mic. 7:19–20].
Israel’s sin put them out of the land temporarily, but God will make good His promises in spite of their sin. Their sin does not cancel out God’s promises and God’s covenant with these people any more than a child of God loses his salvation when he sins. His sin means that he is going to the woodshed for a good whipping if he doesn’t confess it and get it straightened out; but if he will come back to God, God will graciously pardon him. The prodigal son did not get a whipping when he came home to his father; he got his whipping in the far country. And you can be sure of one thing: God’s child will never be able to get by with sin. We see that again and again in Scripture.

Now let’s come back to this marvelous statement that we have here: “Who is a God like unto thee.” I want to make a very startling statement: There is something that God has not seen but which you see every day. Perhaps you didn’t know that you could see something that God cannot see—but that is a true statement. It may sound rather impertinent for me to say that; it may sound irrelevant, irreverent, or inappropriate; it may even sound flippant or facetious. It may sound to you like I am making a parody or a pun, a riddle or a rhyme, a trick or a treat, but I want to assure you that this is a serious and sober subject with a sensible and Scriptural answer. The prophet here asks a profound question: “Who is a God like unto thee?” And it demands a thoughtful answer. The very nature of the question suggests an answer to an enigmatic subject.

This is not the first time in Scripture that this question has been asked, by the way. It was asked in that wonderful song sung by Israel after they crossed the Red Sea. In Exodus 15:11 we read, “Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods? who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?” The people had just come out from Egypt where there were many gods. Egypt was absolutely—if I may use the slang expression—lousy with idols; they had many gods and many lords. The ten plagues in Egypt had been leveled at their various gods—that was God’s strategy in it all. And then again at the end of the forty years of the wilderness march, Moses said, “There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun, who rideth upon the heaven in thy help, and in his excellency on the sky. The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms: and he shall thrust out the enemy from before thee; and shall say, Destroy them” (Deut. 33:26–27). This question was again asked by Solomon in 1 Kings 8:23, “Lord God of Israel, there is no God like thee, in heaven above, or on earth beneath, who keepest covenant and mercy with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart.” The psalmist exclaimed: “Who is like unto the Lord our God, who dwelleth on high, Who humbleth himself to behold the things that are in heaven, and in the earth!” (Ps. 113:5–6).

This question is asked in Exodus, Deuteronomy, Kings, Psalms, and in other passages which I have not cited, but now let’s answer it. The answer was suggested by my statement at the beginning: God has not seen something which you see every day. What is it that God has not seen? My friend, God has not seen His equal. “Who is a God like unto thee?” God has never seen His equal, but you and I see our equals every day.

There are many ways in which God is alone, in which God is unequaled. Only one of them is suggested by our passage here in Micah, but because this is such a profound question and one that is so basic to this book, I want to look at this subject closely: Who is a God like unto our God?

1. The God of the Bible is the Creator. The God of the Bible is the Creator, but the gods of the heathen are creatures. The apostle Paul wrote: “Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things” (Rom. 1:21–23). They worshiped the creature rather than the Creator.

Isaiah, Micah’s contemporary, wrote concerning the heathen who make images from trees: “He burneth part thereof in the fire; with part thereof he eateth flesh; he roasteth roast, and is satisfied: yea, he warmeth himself, and saith, Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire: And the residue thereof he maketh a god, even his graven image: he falleth down unto it, and worshippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and saith, Deliver me; for thou art my god” (Isa. 44:16–17). Isaiah went on to say, “Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for thou art my servant: I have formed thee; thou art my servant: O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me” (Isa. 44:21). God is the Creator.

You may say, “But we don’t have idols today.” The Book of Micah has been dealing with a form of idolatry of which Israel was guilty and of which we are guilty also: covetousness is idolatry. Secularism, materialism, that to which you give yourself is your god. That which takes your time and your money is your god. It can be pleasure, it can be sex, it can be money—whatever you are giving yourself to, my friend, is your god. It does not matter what church you might belong to, whatever you are giving yourself to is your god.

With biting irony, God asks the question through the prophet Isaiah: “To whom will ye liken me, and make me equal, and compare me, that we may be like?” (Isa. 46:5). He is the Creator—you cannot make a picture of Him. “They lavish gold out of the bag, and weigh silver in the balance, and hire a goldsmith; and he maketh it a god: they fall down, yea, they worship. They bear him upon the shoulder, they carry him …” (Isa. 46:6–7). The supreme question is this: Is your religion carrying you, or are you carrying it? Many people say to me, “Oh, I find Christian work extremely boring. It is hard; it is difficult.” If you are finding it that way, then I would suggest that you give up what you are doing—quit teaching your Sunday school class, quit singing in the choir, and do not be an officer in the church. If it is burdensome to you, He does not want you to do it. He doesn’t want you carrying Him around—He wants to carry you. He wants to carry all of His children. Somebody said to me the other day, “Why in the world don’t you retire? You are in your seventies now, you’ve been in the pastorate for forty years, and you’ve given your time to teaching the Bible on radio. Why don’t you retire?” Do you want to know something? I would rather teach the Word of God than eat ice cream any day. I’d rather do this than eat a chicken dinner. My friend, God has been carrying me for a long time, even though I think I have been a heavy load for Him.

So God is unique; He is the Creator, and He carries us. “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth” (Gen. 1:1)—and it is blasphemy to go beyond that. You cannot go beyond Him— “… from everlasting to everlasting [from the vanishing point to the vanishing point], thou art God” (Ps. 90:2). He is the Creator.

2. The God of the Bible is holy and righteous. This is something that is very important to this little Book of Micah and to all sixty-six books of the Bible. God is a holy and righteous God. The gods of the heathen are little, they’re contemptible, they’re base, they’re ignoble, they’re shabby, they’re evil, they’re mean, and they’re ugly—just think about the heathen images which you have seen. The gods of the Greeks on top of Mount Olympus were simply man’s projection of himself. They were the enlargement of mankind. What did they do? They acted like overgrown children with overgrown faults and sins; they were spiteful and vengeful. The gods of the heathen are not pretty, my friend.

What a reflection and slur upon God! Have you ever noticed how many times in Scripture we read of “the beauty of holiness”? Oh, my friend, our God is beautiful—He is the beautiful one. Remember that He said to His people, “… thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thyself …” (Ps. 50:21). He says, “I am not like you. You are sinful; you stoop to do low, mean things. I am holy; I am righteous.” In Isaiah God says, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways …” (Isa. 55:8).

God is holy, and He says that He hates sin. He is angry with sin. He gets wrought-up over it, my friend. And the wrath of God must be revealed against sin. That is the reason judgment must come. There is no escape from it; there is no way out. The judgment of God is something that is going to come to pass.

Again the little Book of Micah has real application to my own nation today. This country has really been shaken in the past ten years. Consider this whole century and the things which have actually shaken this world in which you and I live. It is not the same world I was born into. I never dreamed that I would live to see the things which have taken place in my own days. What is back of all this? Well, our God is a holy God, and He reveals His anger against sin—He will judge it. I know that a judgment day is coming in the future for sinners who will not accept Christ, but God is moving today, and I believe that we are experiencing the anger of God.

A godless nation, a nation which rejects God, must bear the consequences. We must also recognize that as individuals you and I are sinners and must come to God. This is what it means to “walk humbly with thy God.” You do not come to Him boasting of what you have done. You come to Him confessing. “I’m a sinner, and I need Your salvation.” You must accept His salvation, recognizing that you could not go to heaven in your own righteousness. Anselm, one of the great thinkers of the eleventh century, wrote, “I would rather go to hell without sin than go to heaven with sin.” That’s a great statement. That will shake you, my friend. In this day of “weak tea” theology, we need to hear strong statements like this.

3. The God of the Bible pardons iniquity and delights in mercy. Verse 18 says, “Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy.” Here is where our God is wonderfully and amazingly different. He has no equal here; there is no one even in His neighborhood.

“… who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?” (Exod. 15:11). What are some of the wonders that God does? Read Exodus 33:18–19: “And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory. And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy.” God said, “Moses, I’m going to do this for you, not because you are Moses and the leader of My people, but I’m doing this because I am gracious, because I show mercy, and I do it for everybody.” All you have to do is come to Him and claim His mercy, friend; He is just that good, and there is none like Him.

Again in Exodus we read: “And the Lord descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord, And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty …” (Exod. 34:5–7). My friend, how wonderful He is! God does not clear the guilty “Wrong is wrong, from the moment it happens till the crack of doom,” says the hero of the play, The Great Divide. All the angels in heaven working overtime cannot change that by a hair. But God can forgive the sinner and clear him of all charges because His holiness has been satisfied by Christ’s vicarious death.

God’s forgiveness is set forth in the Scripture by many figures of speech. I would like to mention just a few of them. His forgiveness is like a debt which has been paid. In Isaiah He says, “I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins” (Isa. 43:25). Peter said, “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out …” (Acts 3:19). On His ledger I am in debt, because there it is written, “… the wages of sin is death …” (Rom. 6:23), and “… in Adam all die …” (1 Cor. 15:22). God’s forgiveness is set forth in Scripture as the healing of a disease. Jeremiah writes, “Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings …” (Jer. 3:22). And in Isaiah 61:1 He has promised to “… bind up the brokenhearted….” Finally, God’s forgiveness is pictured as the cleansing of a pollution, a contamination. The Scriptures tell us that “… according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5). And we read also, “… the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). How wonderful our God is!

How does God forgive? God is different for there is none like Him in forgiving. His forgiveness is very different from yours and mine. If you step on my toe in a crowd, you turn to me and say, “Pardon me, will you forgive me?” I say, “Sure,” but I’m thinking that, of course, you ought to give me the money to renew the shoeshine you have just ruined! But I say that I forgive you. Another example is a letter that I received some time ago from a man who confessed that he had been talking about me behind my back. Now he had found out that he was wrong, and he asked me to forgive him. I told him, “Don’t ask me for forgiveness. Simply get it straightened out with the people you talked to and with the Lord.” That’s all I asked of him, because I had never known about it before I received his letter. Human forgiveness is pretty easy to come by.

However, God never forgives until the debt is paid. And on the Cross Christ paid the debt. He redeemed us. We are sold under sin. We today have offended the holiness of God. We are in debt to Him. We have a disease, and God is not going to take the disease of sin into heaven. But Christ paid our debt, and Christ is the One who will forgive us. He cleanses us, and He makes us acceptable in God’s sight so that we might go to heaven someday.

“Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy.” Isn’t He a wonderful God? He is someday going to restore Israel to the land, not because they are wonderful, but because He is wonderful. And, my friend, I am going to heaven someday, but I am not going there because I am good or righteous—I am not. I’m going to heaven because Jesus died for me. I’m going because the debt has been paid, and there is no God like my God.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
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